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Cyclones and depressions over north Indian Ocean during 2000*

I. Introducti on

During the year ::WOO. 6 cyclonic d isturb ances
(5 cyclonic storms and I depressions) formed over north
Indian ocean. O ne de pression (1 -2 September 2000)
formed over the land . Th e othe r 6 cyclonic disturbance s
formed over the Bay of Ben gal. No cyclonic disturbance
formed in the Arabian Sea . Tw o cycl onic storms (26-30
November and 23 -28 December 2(00) reached the
inten sity of very severe cyclonic storm, No cyclonic
di sturbance formed in the winter season.

This year. the first cyc lon ic s torm formed during 27 ·
30 March ove r the Bay of Bengal . This s torm dissipated
in the sea area over east-central Bay of Ben gal without
crossing coast. The second storm (cyc lonic sto rm) whic h
forme d ove r the Bay of Ben gal duri ng 15-19 Oc tober a lso
dissipated in the sea area over west-cen tral Bay of Bengal
without cro ssing coast. Th e third stor m (cyclonic storm)
formed over the: Bay o f Be ngal during 25-28 October and
crossed West Bengal -Bangladesh coa st cast of Sagar
Island along Lon g. 89.0· E. The fourth storm (very severe
cyclonic storm ). formed ove r the Ba y of Bengal during
26-30 November. It moved in a westerl y direction and
cross ed north Tam il Nad u COJ5.t ncar C udda lore . It
caused loss o f 12 hum an live s and mod erate damage. Th e
fifth storm (very severe cyc lonic stor m) formed in the Bay
o f Bengal in the laSl week o f December (2 3-28) . It moved
in the westerly di rection and crossed Sri Lanka coast and
emerged into a Gu lf of Mannar . It made sec ond landfall
ncar Tuticorin (south Tamil Nadu ) and weakened into a
depression over Ta mil Nadu. It caused heavy rainfa ll over
Tamil Nad u.

Tracks of these sys tems are given in Fig. I. The
brief history and month ly distribution arc given in Tab le
I and 2 respec tivel y. In Table 3. crucia l observations of
ships are given. Scusonwise desc rip tio n u f these system is
given below.

2. \\'int er scason (J a nua ry a nd Fe br ua ry )

No cycl onic disturbanc e formed during the season.

J . lire-monsoon season (Ma rc h-May)

During the season. one cyclonic stor m formed over
the Bay of Bengal. Details arc pre sented be low :

3.1. Cyclonic storm ol'er the Bay of Bengal (27-30
March 2(00)

Thi s is the only disturbance which formed du ring
pre -monsoon season .

3.1.1. Life cycle

A lo w pres sure area formed over Andaman Sea and
adjoining southeast Bay o n 27 March and co nce ntrate d
into a dep ression at 1200 UTC of 27. near Lat. 7.50 Nt
Lo ng. 90 .0° E. Moving in a nor thwester ly d irec tion upto
28 and then in nort herly d irecti on. it intensified into a
deep depressio n in the morning of 29 and was near
Lat. 13.0· N/Long. 88 .0" E at 0300 UTC of 29 . Mo ving in
a northnortheasterly direction . it furrher intensified into a
cyclo nic storm at 1200 UTC of 29 ncar Lat. 14.0" N/Long.
88.5° E. Moving in a northeasterly direction. it weakened
into a deep depression at 0900 UTe o f 30 \vhen it was
centred ncar Lat. 15.0" Nn _ong. 90.0" E. It fun her
weakened into a depression at 1200 UTC o f 30 when it
was centred near Lat. 16.0" N!1~llIg . 90 .5" E. It theil
weakened into a low pressure area by 0300 UTC o f 30 and
became less marked on I Ap ril 2000 o ve r east-ce ntral Bay
of Bengal.

3.1.2. Satelli te cloud features and other
observations

Maximum intensity reponed by INSAT C loud
Imagery (IC I) was T 3.0 (45 knots) on Dvorak ' s sca le
from 2100 UTC of 29 to 0300 UTC of 30 . Th e lowest
estimated central pressure was 998 hPa and estimated
pressure drop at the centre was 10 hPa at 2100 UTC o f 29 ,
0000 UTC and 0300 UTC of 30 .

3.1.3. Weather and damages

No damage 10 life and property was reported.
However, fairly widespread rainfall occ urred o ver
Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
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