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AUST RACT. 1l1~ relation ship between momhly rainfall o ...er Bangladesh J uring rnonsoon season and bi-monthly
Multiva riate ENSO Index (_'-' F I) pertaining 10 the period from first week of previous month to tim week of the munth
under consideration . has been investigated. TIle MEl is calc ulated as the fin,t Principal Co mponent (PC) o f six. variables
over the tropical Pacific. viz. sea surface temperature. sea tevel pressure, zonal and meridiona l components of the surface
wmd. surface ai r tempera ture and 101.11 cloudiness fraction of the sky. The MEl values for prognostic purposes are
avartable by the first wcck of every month, ~1E1 is better for monitoring eNSO than other indices like Sou thern
Osl"illalion Index. (SO l) or various SST mdiccs as it integrates complete information on ENSO and reflects the natur e of
complete ocean atmosphere sys tem. Positive values o f ~tEI indicate warm ENSO phase (Bl-Ninm and negative ones
represent co ld pha..e t t.a -Niuaj .

The resul ts 01 the present study show that June rainfall of Bangladesh is adversely ..ffected by the ENSO, But
interes tingly Bangladesh seems 10 rece...·c more than normal f'3infall during August of EI':SO )'ears. E!'O"SO dnes nOlsrem
(0 halo'C ::l.Oy signific ant ad\'t~ rse impact on July and September rainfall of Bangladesh , The results of the study may find
applic.ltioos in forcstudo,",ing munsoon rainfall m"erDangbdesh on.a monthly scale .
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