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ABSTRACT. Each year during 1901·1990 was characterized as having an EI Nino (EN) Of Southern Oscillation
minimum (SO) or warm (W ) or cold (el waters in east equatorial Pacific sea surface or any combination of lhese. or none
Inon-evems). In contrast 10 Indian summer monsoon rainfall which showed a very gOOlJ association between ENSOW type
yean and droughts. none of the African rtgions showedany significant, consistent relationship with any combination, except
S. Africa where a slight bias for droughts wasobserved during EINino years.

When departures in specific regions were compared. often there was lack of coherence within regions. For years when
departures in every region could be classified as positive or negative, elt typeof teleconnections between W. Africa. Eo Africa
and S. Africa were seen and no preponderance was observed forcontinental scale floods or droughts, nor for opposite departures
for equator and subtropics.

Five-year running averages indicated long intervals of positive departures preceded or followed by long intervals of
droughts., with average spacings of -24 yean for W. Africa and Eo Africa (but phases not matching) and of - 17 yean fOfS.
Africa. This seems to be a basis feature of African rainfall variability.

Key words - El-Ninc, African rainfall. Inter hemispheric teleconnections, Quasi biennial oscilla tion, Quasi triennial
oscillations.

I. Introduction

Rainfall in the African continent is highly variable.

However, some regional coherence is reported . broadly in

Sahel, E. Africa and South-Africa, though the rainfall vari­

ability in these three regions is very different from each other

(Hulme, (992). Droughts in Sahel affect a broad area includ-

ing the entire northern hemispheric part of Africa (Nichol.

son, 1980) while some major rainfall ano malies are reported

to occur simultaneo usly throughtout Africa (Nicholso n.

1986a) and even global teleconnections have been demon­

stra ted (e.g. Stocckenius, 1981 and references there in).

Nicholson (.I986a) observed a certa in degree of interhemi-
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