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APSTRAcr. For the Indian subconrinenl, me occurrence of floods and droughts is closely linked with the summer
monsoon acti vity. The pbtnomenon of EI Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) has been establi shed to beone of the major
lelc:connections of Indian Summer Monsoon. Also the relaLionship between the circulation feat~s and summer monsoon
Ktivity is well docu.menw1 in the literature:. The intmlction of F.NSO with monsoon syuem was known to the seasonal
fCRCUters in India from thedays of G. Walker. Normand (1953) 5ummarisinl these results has remarked thai 'Monsoon has
a prolongedinfluenceon the global weather rather than global weatherparametersinfluencing the monsoon' . 1~94 wu a
prolonged period of warm ENSO produciD8 weather anomaliesin diffen:nl regionsof the globe. Yet during the same period
alllndia rainfall was very dose to normal and in fact, 1994 was a year of abundant rainfall for India. The aim of the study is
to eumine IOIDC of these fea.tures more critically.

It is observedthai ENSOhu a modifying effecton the regional sca.le circulationpatternand possibleinlUaCtions and/or
phase-locking with the planetary scale cimllal.ion J*ItT1'. which resulu into the occurrence or non-.occuncnce of an..exlJ"eme
evtnL Also, a qualitative anaIysills carried (ora period 1960- 90 to ISse" how far the mid·1oCI.SOD rainfall deficiency ii made
up at the end of the season . II is obsenoed thai even during drou&htyean, the mid-season rainfalldeficiency is made up at the
end of the season for a considerable percentage of thetotal numberof cases.

~y wordJ -EI-nino southern oscillation., Southern oscillation index, Drought, Aood, Wann and cold ENSO,Circu·
lalion features.

1. Introduction

Occurrence of floods and droughts is a world-wide
phenomenon associa ted with extremes of rainfall. For the
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Indian subcontinent. the ocCurrence of floods and droughts
is closely linked with the activity of summer monsoon . The
activity of Indian sununer monsoon rainfall has many tele­
connections, various aspects of the Indian Summer mon-
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