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, ARSTRA Cf. Based upon the reco mmen dation s of the UNESCO experts after the Koyna ea rt ~Qu3ke of Dec
ember 1967. a new cata logue of earthquakes for Peninsular India has been prepared for the period 1 839-1 ~.
Th e data ha .. been extracted from the microfilms of Times of tndta, St atesman and If/"d" for the period
commencing with their publicatio n ( 1839) to installation of seismologica l instruments in the country (1900).

I I is interesting to note that the rrgion where significant earthquakes have occurred. Iremors of felt Intensity
have been reponed se-era l yea rs preceding: the main events. . Also through this ca tal ogue, the fir:s' ca se of un
usual animal behaviour in th e Indian region about one hour pnor 10 an eart hquake o f inten sity V 10 Man bhoom
districton 19 February 1892 is brought to light

I. Introduct ion

Occurrence of Koyna earthquake of December 1967
(Magnitude, 6 .5) in the hitherto considered stab le reo
gion att racted the attention of seismologists throughout
the world . The Governm ent of India thereafter ap
point ed an experts committee consisting of scientists
from India and UN ESCO. Th is commi ttee which
published its report in 1968 called for a numher of
investigations to be undertaken by the various orga
nizati ons like Geological Survey of India and Meteoro
logical Department of lodia. Of these, an important
item of work assigned to India Meteorological De
partment was collection of histo rical da ta on past
earthquakes in the Peninsular India,

A number of catalog ues of past Indian earthquakes
are available but none of Ihem is up to date and compre
hensive. The earliest publication is by Oldham (1883)
which gives a list of significant Indian earthquakes
upto 1869. Similar catalogues published later are
la rgely based on dat a supplied in this catalogue for
this period, Kelkar (1968) brought to light a number
of new events recorded in Maharashtra durin g the
past two hun dred years. Gubin (1968) published a
list of significant earthq uakes of the Peninsular India
upto 1968, Tandon and Srivastava (1974) published
a catalogue of earthquakes in India of magnitude 5

and above based on available historical data before
1969 and instrumenta l & macroseismie data upto 1970.
More recently Chandra (1977) has compiled a catalogue
of Indian earthquakes upto 1975 based on different
sources. In Ihis cata logue earthquakes with max i
mum intensit y less than V M.M. have not been inclu
ded. There are also some noteworthy omissions,
For exam ple, earthquakes of magnitude 5 which oc
curred on I September 1862 and 9 April 1909 (Ta ndo n
and Srivastava 1974) have ' not been reported. It
appeared from a study of these catalogues that earth
quake events which occurred in India during 1869 to
1900 have not been pro perly listed. The only source
of information which ap peared to be easily accessible
was collection of earthquake repo rts for this period
from files of old newspapers, Consequently files of
the Time.f of India (1839 to date), the S tatesman (1875
10 dale) and the Hindu (1907 10 date) were scanned
for earthquake reports. Th is study brought forward
a larger number of events, not report ed by anybod y
earlier. In this paper all the new earthquakes
reported in Ihese newspapers for the period 1839- 1900
have been listed. The period after 1900 has been
omitted as instrumental data for this period is avail
able in published form . It is proposed to publish
a more comprehensive & upto date catalogue ofearth
quakes in Peninsular India and other Indian regions
after studying instrumental data,
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