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t. Rainfall

The rainfall d uring the 1974 southwest monWOII
period was normal or above normal over north east
India, south Peninsula, Jammu & Kashmir,
West Madh ya P rndesh. Kouk nn & Goa and
Madhya Maharasht rn and below normal over rest
of the count ry. The rainfall deficiencies over the
deficit Sta tes were, however , between 20 and 40
per cent except in (Iujarat State where it remained
scanty (~O per cent or less) t hroughout the period .
The characteristic features of this voar's monsoon
were : (i) The monsoon act ivity ~ontinued over
most parts of th e coun try heyond 30 September ami
th e rainfall deficiencies in most of th e deficit Sta tes
were made up subsequently to some extent,
(ii) All t ime record rainfall of 58 ·0 em occurred 0 11

I; July ove r Bombay city (Colaba ) and 450· 0 em for
th e month of September 1974 ove r Cherrapllnji.
(iii ) A severe cyclonic storm crossed West Bengal
coast near Contai on the afternoon of 15 August
1974 which is quite unusual for this ti me of the
season and (it,) Unprecedented floods ravaged south
Kanara district of Karnata ka and many districts
of Kernla during 25 to 31 J uly 1974.

The frequen cy of deficient years has increased
from 1965 onwards. During the present decade,
t he veers of 1965. 1966, 1972 and 19H have been
deficient yealS as compared to t he previous decade
from 19fJ5 to 1961, when t here was hardly
any;rear of widespread deficiency.

The 1974 monsoon rainfall shows some similarity
with th e ra infall distribution of 1972. However
this yea r, unlike 1972, the monsoon continued
heyond 30 Septe mber and there was good rainfa ll
over many of t he deficit States during the first
fortnight of October.

2, Weekly and Cumulative Rainfall

The percenta ge departu res of the southwest
monsoon rainfall week hy week in th e 35 meteorolo­
gical sub-divisions of India are given in Table 1.
The progress of tho monsoon from 1 Juno depicting
the percentage departures from normal of the
cumulat ive rainfall for the success ive weeks upto
30 Oetoher is given in Table 2. The sa lient features
of the rainfall distribution over the country are as
follows.

2 ,1. June - Hxcessivc rainfall occurred over
Sub-Himalaya n West Bengal during the first
week of June and over Punjab, Himachal Pradesh ,
Jammu & Kash mir and Rajasthan during the week
ending on 12 .June. Significant excesses were + 114
per cent in J ammu &. Kashmir, + 456 per cent in
West Rajasthan and + 129 per cent in East Raj as­
than. There was a lull in the monsoon activity
between 19 and 26 June except Arunachal P radesh,
Assam &. ~Ieghala)'a , Tamil Nadu & Pondicherry
and Lekshadwcep where highly excessive ra infall
was recorded. The significant excesses were + 99
per cent in Arunachal Pradesh and + 122 per cent
in Tamil Xadu &. Pondieherry. Widespread rain fall
also occurred in Haryana, Chandigarh &, Delhi,
P unjab, Himachal Pradesh and J ammu &,
K...hmir during this period, significant excesses
heing + 3H per cent in Pu njab, + 100 per cent in
Himachal Pradesh and + 472 per cent in J ammu
& Kashmir. At t he end of the mont h, t he " WIlU ­

lati ve rainfall was in excess over Punjab , Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu &. Kashmir and West Hajasth an
and norm al in Arun achal Prad esh, Haryana,
Chandigarh &. Delhi, Konkan &. Goa, Rayalaseema
and North Interior Karnataka. It was dofieient or
scanty over rest country.
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