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ABSTRACf . The Rood in w esr Bengal during the last week of September 1978 has a special 5ignificance
intheannals of 600.Is inW.::st Bengal due to the h:lVOC itcausedinterms of widespread destruction and tremendous
loss o f life and property in an unpreceden ted magnitude. A study has been made to indicate the synoptic Mete o
rological condition assoclated with this veryheavy rainfall in West Bengal and the rainfall distribution during this
rainspell. The contributions to the inflow from the Damodar valley area has also been indicated. A comparison
with the highest flood in the last five or six decades prior to 1978 has also been made.

1. 1Dtroduct.on

Thou gh flood > arc no t a rare phenomenon to
the people of West Be.igal , the catastrophic floods
during the last week of September 1978 in West
Bengal was repor ted TO have been unprecedent in
character on the po int s of ma gnitude, exten t
of da mage to standing crops and loss of life a nd
livestoc ks, According to tbe press report th is
flood had a ffected twelve ag ricultura l districts
of West Bengal and the Stat e has suffered a colossal
loss and damage wo rth more than ru pees 1500
crores (Bose 1978)

During the period from the third week of
Au gust to early first week of October 1978. the
State of West Bengal exclud ing the districts of
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar an d Purulia
was hit by th ree spells of floods .

The first spell of flood during the th ird week of
Au gust was cau sed by the Ganga, Bhagirathi
a nd Jalangi overflowing thei r banks follow
ing heavy rainfalls in the upper basins in th e
dist ricts of Murshidabad , MaIda and Nadia.

T he second spell of flood in 1he first week of
September (31 August 1978 to 3 September 1978)
was casued by the rivers of Kansabati, Silabati,
Darakeswar, Damodar, Mnndeswari and Subarna
rekha. T he heavy rainfall in this spell was
concent ra ted mainly in the districts of Midnap ur,
Ban kura , Purul ia and part of Burdwan inclu 
din g Damodar catchment area in Bihar Plateau.

The third spell of flood during the last week of
September (27 September 1978 to 30 September
1978) when almost all the rivers in the southern
districts of the State experienced unprecedented

-The paper was presented at !h!; lnter~i sciplinery symposium on "Effects of weather on Agricultural production and
lesson! <;tf the !978 .Roode In Ind.la held ID Calcutta during 6-9 February 1979 under the auspices of the Department or
Eccncrnics , University of KalyanJ.
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