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1. Introduction

Seven cyc lonic storms a nd five depressions for
med in the nay of Bengal lind th e Arabian Sea
during t l.e y£>nf 197 L C f t ho seven cyclonic storms,
foor formed in t he Hny of Bcn~al (two of th em of
severe int ensity) nnd th roe in the Arabian Sea
(one of severe intensi ty). Of the five depressio ns,
Iou formed in t he n ay of Bengal and one in th e
Arabian Sen. The trucks of these cyclonic storms
and ' (]eprC'!'...ions Uf C shown in Fig. 1 ann their
monthly distribution in Table 1.

The main featme- of this yea r's cyclonic di ...
t urbnnces were :

(i ) Xl) cycloni c storm struck Tamil 1':1(1u.
AndilfR Pradesh coasts or the west coast
of Irlllia.

(,o ,o) Two of t he Bay cyclones st ruc k Bangia
Desh , while one st ruck Orii AA coast and
another the "\~.';t Ben,gal coast. Some
damage was C811"OO only -by the Conta i
cyclone of 15 AURu -~t .

(iii) The frequency of cyclonic sto rms th at
formed ill the Indian seas in the monsoon
and post 1Il01lq)()J1 o;c3S01lS this year was
abnormal. Onlv one cyclonic storm dC 4

veloped in th e Jndian' seas d uring the
post monsoon season (October to Decem
ber) which i.... rather unusual. Formation
of two cyclones in th e Bay and one in the
Arahian Sea during the southwest mon
boon season (J une to September) was
also nn unusual feature.

(it·) The t wo Bny storms in August and Sep
tr-mber reta ined the storm inten sity for
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a conside rable distance OYer land after
crossing coast.

A brief history of th e cyclones and depressions
together with important features nssociated with
them is given in the rollowinf.! par agraphs.

2. Bay ot Bengal

2.1. Patuakhnli ojclon« (29 May -l J une]

.A low pressure wave moved aCTOR"! Araknn coast
on 26th. It became well marked hy 27th 1Il0rniu~

nnd layover northeast and adjoining east centra l
R Ol l' off Araknn coast . It moved northwr-stw erd s
amIco ncent ra ted into n depression on the morning
of 29th with its centre at 0300 GMT nenr 21·5°N,
89.[j<:J E. It in tensified into a cyclonic storm on the
morning of 30 ~Iay anti was eentred at 0300 GMT
close to Bangla Desh coast nea r 2'2°X. 9O~E. Then
moving very !o'iowly in a northeaste rly dirc:-t icn,
it crossed Bangla Dcsh coast near Patuakhal i that
night lind weak ened into a deep depression on t he
mornina of 1 .June near Agartala. Continuing
to move northeastward s, it weakened fUl thor into
a low oyer Anrnachal Pradesh on 2 J lim'.

Under th e influence of this svstem, there WD S

fairlv widespread rain in the ri.y Is anti, from
27 t~ 30 )Ioy with isolated hea vy falls 011 27th and
28t h. Fairly widespread ra in or th undershowers
also occurred ill Gan getie We,t Bengal on ~o a r.d
31 )[ay and in A8",m and adjacent State , and
sub-Ilirnalayan We, t Benga] from 31 )10)' to :1
.Iune with isolat ed heavy fait. ill Assnrn .",1 nd
[ncent St ates from 1 to 3 June,

According to prcSo'J reports, vnst areas of Mnnil uT
valley were inundated by floods resulting in some
damRgc to crops and houses.




























