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During the year 1985, the number of severe cyclonic
storms, cyclonic storms and depressions was 2, 5 and 8
respectively, of which two depressions developed over
land during monsoon season. A table showing the
monthly variation of different types of disturbances is
shown In Table 2.

During pre-monsoon season one severe cyclonic storm
developed over the Bay of Bengal and a cyclonic storm
over the Arabian Sea. In the monsoon season a cyclonic
storm and three depressions formed over the Bay. Post­
mOnSOOn season witnessed the development of maxi.
mum number of storms and depressions, i.e., 4 and 3 res­
pectively of whicb only one depression developed over
the Arabian Sea. Of tbe 4 storms, that developed over
the Bay of Bengal, One was severe.

The tracks of these storms and depressions are
shown in Fig. I. Some of the important parameters re­
lated to the storms and depressions are shown in Table
I.

2. Bay or Bengal

2. I. BangIa Desh severe cyclonic storm, 22·25 May

A depression developed over central Bay on 22nd
centred at 0300 GMT near Lat . 15.5°N, Long. 88.00E.
Remaining stationary it intensified into a cyclonic storm
by evening. Then it moved nortbn orthwestwards till
23rd morn ing and again lay quasi-stat ionary at Lat .
l6 .5°N, Long. 87. 5°E for 9 hours. Thereafter it took
northnortheasterly course and intensifying into a severe
cyclonic storm by the evening of 24th crossed Bangia
Desh coast near Hati a in the early hours of 25th.

Satellite located the depression at 2100 GMT of 21st
over east central Bay (16 .OON, 89. OOE) with the T
number as l. 5 (25 kt), At 0330 GMT of 22nd the
classificatio n was T 2 .0 (30 kt) . There was no ship
observation on 22nd from near the system. The evening
satellite observation indicated that the system was pra­
ctically stationary between the morning and the evening
but developed further (T 2 .5/35 kt). Tbe disturbance
was adjudged on . the basis of satellite observat ion as a
cyclonic sto rm at 1200 GMT of 22nd.

In the morning of23rd when the storm lay centred near
Lat. l6 .5°N, Long. 87:5°E several ship observat ions
from the southern sector of the system as given in Tab le 3
indicated the strengthening of the westerlies in west
centra l and nort hern par ts of south Bay.

Satellite classification at 0300 GMT continued to
be T 2 .5 but the system showed development thereafter
and it became T 3.0 (45 kt) at 0600 GMT, which con­
tinued as such upto 1800 GMT of24th. Satellite obser­
vation indicated that the system again remained quasi­
stat ionary between morning and evening of 23rd. Oil

. India drilling rig (20° lI ' N, 87° 27'E) reported winds
as ENE/60 kt and NE/30 let at 1000 GMT and 1130
GMT respectively of dat e. Ship ATGH(l7 .8°N, ,89. 8°E)
at 1000GMT and ship VTBQ (12.5°N, 84.4°E) at 1200
GMT reported winds 110°/25 kt and 230°/25 kt respecti­
vely. Sandheads wind at 1200GMT continued to be 20 kt
from the east. Observat ions of the Oil India drilling rig
indicated that strong winds were blowing over seas off
north Orissa coast but the coastal winds were between 5
and IS kt on 23rd. Pressure departures along north
Andhra-Orissa coast were -4 to - 6 hpa. After 1200
GMT of 23rd the sto rm showed northnortheasterly
movement and lay at 0300 GMT of 24tb centred near
Lat. 19 .00N, Long. 89. 00 E. At this hour Sandheads
(21.4"N, 88 .00E) showed backing and strengthening of
winds. It reported winds as NE/30 kt, Ship ATGH
(16.5°N, n .OOE) from east central Bay reported wind
1900 /37kt. Also at 0000 GMT winds at 0 .9 km a.s.l. at
Calcutta and Balasore strengthened and became 050°/36
kt and 050°/30 kt respectively. Pressure departure ma­
xima shifted to extreme north Orissa and Gangetic West
Bengalcoast which were of the order of-8 to-9 hpa. In
the evening the winds at 0 .9 km a.s.l, over Calcutta and
Balasore reduced to NE/15 kt and NNE/25 kt, res­
pectively, while Bangia Desh station s reported strong
easterly winds ranging from 30 kt to 55 kt at 0.9 km
a.s.l, (070°/55 kt at Jessore, 110°/45 kt at Barisal and
110°/30 kt at Chitt agong). Even at surface, Chittagong
wind at this hou r was ESE/30 kt and that at Jessore
was ENE/20 kt. The wind observation s were indicative
of its intensification, though the cloud pattern did not
reflect it . It was a severe cyclonic storm at 1200 GMT
centred near Lat. 20. 5°N, Long. 90.00E. Satellite ima­
geries indicated rapid intensification of the system after
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