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1. Introdnctlon

Seven cyclonic storma and eleve n depressions
formed in t he Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea dnr
ing 1916. Of t he seven cyclonic storma five formed
in the Bay of Bengal (two of them olaevere in ten
sit y) and two in t he Arabian Sea (both of them of
seve re int ensity). Olthe eleven depressions, eight
form ed in the Bay of Bengal and three in the Ara
bian Sea . Two d epressions also develop ed over land .
Out of the total of 20 cyc lonic diaturbauces, 1 de
veloped during winte r, 3 during t he pre-monsoon
period (Maroh to May), 9 dur ing th e south west
monsoon (June to September) and 1 during the
post-monsoon seas on (Oct ober to December). The
tracks of these cyclon ic storma and depressione
are shown in Fig. 1 and their monthly distribution
in Tablo l(a).

The main feat ure. of the 1915 cyc lonic distur
bances were :

(i ) No cyclonic storm struck t he cast coast
of India.

(ii) A severe cyclonic storm with an inner
ca re of hurr icane winds which developed
in the Arabiaa Sea in the last week of
October hit Gujarat coast ncar Porban
dar on 22 October and caused consid
erable damage to property and some loss
of human life in Junagadh, Ja mnagar
and Rajkot districts of Gujarat, State.
The storm retained its severe intensity
for a considerable dist ance inland (a bout
100 km) aft er crosaing coast.

(i ii) Of t ho Bay cyclonee, one h it Arakan
coas t in May and another hi t Bangia
Deeh coast in June. The other cyclonic
storms in t ho Bay a nd Arabian Sea weak
ened over t ho sea itself.

A brief history of t he cyclonic sto rm. a nd de
pressions together with important features asaooiu
ted with them is given in the followin g paragraph•. j
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~IRx:illlum wind and lowest mean 6CS. level pressure
associa ted with tho cyc lonic storms are given in
Tabl. l (b).

A. Bay 01 Bengal

1. Deep Depressio» oj 6-10 January

Under t ho influence of an uppor air cyolonio
circulation moving westwards 8,Cr0 88 !Ialayaia on
5th, a low pressur. ..r... developed over south An
daman Se.. and adjoining southeaat, B..y on the
morning of 6th. I t concentr..ted into .. depression
OD, the same evening with its centro near 705°N,
92 ·6°E . It beca me deep tho next day. Moving nor
th northeastw..rd.,it was centred near l2 °N, 901°E
(100 km oast nor theast of Port Blair) on 9th mor
ning and orossed deltnio Bnr ma between Rangoon
and Besaein on tho nigbt of 10th ..nd weakened
on 11th.

This . yste m caused gener..lly widespread - rain
with scattered hea vy to very heavy falls in Bay
IsI..ads from 6th to 10th. C..r Nicob..r recorded 13
om of rain on 1th; Maya Bandar 11 em, Long Is
land 10 om ..nd Port Blair 9 cm on 9tb; Long Isl..nd
16 cm, Maya n..ndar ..nd Coco Is land 11 om each
on 10th.

Maya Bandar showed the highest negative pres
sure depart ure of 10 mb from t he normal within ..
degree from tho centro of tho depression ..t 1200
GMT of 9th. A few important observations from
Bay Islands near tho depression field are given
in Ta bl. 2.

A satellite oloud picture of t his depr••sien is
reproduced in Fig. 2.

2. Sever« cyclonic . tor lO oj 4-8 May
A low layover Andaman Sea from 1st to 3rd.

It concent rated into a depr easion on the evening
of Hh with it s centre near 12· 5°N, 96°E. Moving
nccthweatwarde, it intensified into a. oyolonio sterm
on tho evening of 6th When it was centred nea r




































