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Cyclones and depressions over the Indian seas
and neighhourhood during 1994*

I. Chief feature.

Th cre were four cyclonic s torms and fou r dc p­
rcssio ns ove r the Ind ian se as during the year 1994.
(Ju t of the fou r cyclonic sto rms . two formed over the
flay of Bengal. The first one formed in the pre­
mo nsoo n season. reache d the in tensi ty of severe
cyclonic sto rm with a core o f hu rr icane winds and
crossed the Bnn glndcsh-M yarun a r coast. The
seco nd storm formed in the po st-mo nsoo n seaso n.
reac hed the intensity of severe cyclonic s torm a nd
crossed the cast coast o f Ind ia over Mad ras. Thc
other two storms formed in the A rab ia n sea. one in
lite begi nni ng of mon soo n sea so n a nd the other in
the post-monsoon season. Dot h these sto rms moved
westwards across the Arab ia n sea.

AJl the four deprcss ioos o f thc yea r formed over
Ihc Day of Bengal , One formed in rhe prcmonsoon.
one in (he monsoon a nd the rema ining two in the
p05H110n500 0 seaso n. The dep ression in the man­
soon <cason (17-20 Au gust) a nd the one in th e post
monsoon season (4-7 Oc tob er) intensified into a
deep depression and crossed the east coast o f
Ind ia.

Tracks of these systems a re given in F ig. I and
Ihcir b rief h isto ry is given in Table I. Mo nthly fre­
quen cies a re given in Table 2

2. Pre-monsoon season (M arch-April-M ay)

O ne cyclo nic s to rm and one depression formed
during thi s season. Bot h these system s were over the
nay of Bengal.

2.1. Depression over the d ay of Bengal (21·24
March)

A depress ion for med over the southeast Bay of
Bengal and adjoining sou th Andaman Sea on the
evening of 21 M arch, wit h cen tre near 9.S'NI90.S'E.
The system moved in itia lly in a north-northwesterly
direction and then in a northeasterly direction and
was cen tred near 13.5'N/9I.S ' E on 23rd morning.

Th e system . th ereafter . rema ined p ract icall y
s ta tio nary up to 24th morning over th e northern
pa ns of ea st cen tra l Day and weaken ed into a low
pressure area by 24th evening.

(i) INSA ]" Cloudfeatures - INSAT rep o rted the
in tensi ty o f the sys tem as T 1.5 on D vo rak's sca le
from 0900 UTC on 21 to 0600 UTC on 24. However.
thc ce ntre was poorl y defin ed .

(ii) Ra;,({all- Widesp read rain with heavy fall s
alone o r two place s occurred over Anda man and
Nicobar islands o n 21. 22 and 23.

2.2. Severe cyclonic storm witl: a core ofhurricane
winds over the Bay of Bengal (29 April-B
May 1994)

A low pressure a rea formed o ver the Andaman
Sea o n th e evening of 28 Ap ril. This intensified
rap id ly in to a deep depression o n 29 mo rning with
its centre ncar 9.0' N a nd 9 1.S'E. Mo ving in a
no rthwes terly direc tion, it intens ified in to a cyclonic
storm on 29 eveni ng with its centre nea r 1O.0'N/
91.0 ' E. Then , it continued 10 move in a north­
no rthwesterly di rection and intensified into a severe
cyclo n ic storm with centre near 12.0'1-1 and 9O.S'E
at 1200 UTC o f 30. It furthe r moved in a north­
northwesterly d irectio n and intensified into a severe
cyclo nic storm with a core of hurrica ne winds with
cen tre nea r 16.0'N a nd 9O.4 'E on the evening of I
May. Then. il recurved and moved in a north­
no rtheasterly direct ion and lay centred near 20.6' N
and 92.0'E at 1200 UTC of 2. It crossed south
Bangladesh-north Myanmar coast near 92.0'E
around the midnight o f 2 M ay, It weakened rapidl y
in to a low pressure area on 3rd morning.

(I) Pressure, wind anti movem ent - Estimated
central pressure (ECP) was 940 hPa at 1200 UTC of
2. Maximum sustained winds were of the o rder of
liS knots during its peak intensity.

The eyclonic .storm moved at th e speed of 12
kmph in a no rth -northwesterly d irection till 1st
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