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1. Chid Ieature s

During 1980 the cyclonic storm activity in
the Indian seas was subnormal. Only three cyclo
nic storms developed in the Bay of Bengal and
all of them were minimal storms. No storm
developed in the Arabian Sea. The last time when
only 3 cyclonic storms formed in the Indian seas
in a year was in 1957. In all the subsequent
years at least five storms have formed.

In the pre-monsoon season, there was no
cyclonic storm. One depression developed in thc
Day of Bengal in May and moved away towards
Durma coast.

In the monsoon season there were seven
depressions. The interesting features were that
four out of seven depress ions developed over
land and most of the depressions had short life
periods of about 2 days or less. Ju ly was com
pletely devoid of depressions. Out of the three
depressions which formed over the sea, one was
in the Ara bian Sea and two were in the Day of
Bengal.

In the post-monsoon season, there were three
storms and three depress ions. All the three
storms developed in the Bay of Bengal. The se
storms were weak with about 40 kt winds in
circulation and none of them crossed the coast
as a storm. lIence no damage to life or property
was report ed in association with these storms.

The tracks of these systems are shown in
Fig. I and thcir listing in Table I. The maximum
wind and lowest mean sea level pressure associat
ed with the cyclonic storms arc given in Tabl e 2.

(3)

The salient features of the various disturbances
arc discussed below :

2. Bay of Bengal

2.1. Depression oj 15- /9 May
A low which layover central parts of south

Bay on 13th moved slowly north wards and con
centratcd into a depression on the morning of
15th with its centre ncar 12.0 deg. N, 86.5 deg. E.
Th is system was declared a depression at this
location based mainly on satellile pictures which
showed that the system could be classified as
T 2.0 or 2.5 in Dvorak's scale. No ships' reports
were available on this day near the depression
field. The low level winds of Port Blair were
W/ SW 20-25 kt on this day. Recurving north
eastwards and later moving eastwards the depres
sion weakened into a low over Tenasserim coast
by 19th evening. The low persisted there till
22nd and moved into central Burma and adjoin
ing Tha iland later.

This system caused generally widespread rain
or thundershowers in Andamun and Nicobar
Islands from 16th to 22nd with some heavy to
very heavy falls on many days. The notable
amoun ts of heavy rainfall (ern) were: Port Blair
11 on 17th; Long Island 19, Port Blair 13,
Nancowry, Maya Bandar 12 each on 18th; Maya
Bandar 16, Car Nicobar 10 on 19th; Por t Blair
14 on 21st; Hut Bay 12 on 22nd. Under the
influence of this system, the southwest monsoon
advanced into south Andaman Sea and adjoining
southeast Day on 20th and into north Andaman
Sea on 21st.

2.2. Depression of 26 A ugust
A low pressure wave moved westwards across

north Burma into northeast Bay by 25th evening
and concentrated into a depression over north
east Bay and adjoining Dangla Desh on the






















