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DURATION OF DEPENDABLE PRECIPITA-
TION IN DRYLAND AREAS OF NORTH-
WEST INDIA, MAHARASHTRA AND
KARNATAKA

Hargreaves (1971) had suggested the use of
the ‘Moisture Availability Index (MAI)’, defined
as the ratio of monthly dependable precipitation

75 per cent probability to monthly potential eva-
potranspiration, as a climatological tool. Based cn
the monthly moisture availability indices exceed-
ing or not exceeding a value of 0.33, Hargreaves
(1971) has also suggested a broad system for
classification of dryland climates.

The system of Hargreaves (1971) seems to
require improvements in three directions, viz.,
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