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ABSTRACT'. Meteorological inputs are increasingly playing an important role in various sectors of soc io ­
economic development o f any co untry. It is. therefore, essential for national meteo rologica l services to upgrade
their products and services to ensure effective contribution . This would necessitate that planning processes in
national meteoro logical services take into account users" needs. It would be useful to develop appropriate interac­
tive mechanism with users.

1. Introduction

There was a ti me, not very long ago , when the
involvement of meteorology was con fined mainly
to av iatio n, shipping and agricultu re. This is appare nt
from Article 2 (d l of the Co nvention of the World
Meteorological Organ ization (WMO) which states
that one of the pu rposes of the Organization sha ll
be " to furt her the application of meteorology to
aviation , shipping, water problems, agriculture and
other hum an activities". T hat was a litt le over fou r
decades ago. We have to admire that the founders
of WMO had the foresight to add the phrase "other
human acti vit ies" to the stated purpose of the Orga­
nization, although the fut ure exte nt of involvement
of meteorology in human activities and its implication
to society rr.ight not have been fully appreciated
at that time.

The role of a nat ional meteorological servile is
no lon ger confined to support just a few user
sectors, such as aviation or agriculture. Today.
meteorology pervades almost all endeavours of national
development. Weather and climate are very valuable
resources. Variations in these natural resources
influence considerably the eco nomic and social acti-

vines in all societies - developed or developing.
Model n meteorology is the science that Tries to under­
stand weather changes and climate characteristics on
nati ona l as well as global basis ; and applies th is know­
ledge for better fulfilment of those needs of society
which depend on earth's atm osphere a nd its associated
system. Now meteorol ogy has an increasingly important
role to play in socio-economic development. especially
in developing countries; and it will co ntinue tc be so
in the future. The nat ional meteorolog ic. I services
have a bounden dut y to their cit izens and decision makers
to play this role efficiently and co nvincingly.

2. Role of • Rationalmeteoro~ical !\oft""ice lIs.elf an India1l tor of
nation's del'elopmm t

It is obligatory on the part of national meteorological
services to upgrade visibly their effective participation
in the economic and social planning processes in their
countries. To fulfil th is objective, the national meteoro­
logical services need to ensure excellence of their pro­
ducts, launch effective promotional efforts , and insta l
a result-orier-ted internal system of regular review and
readjustment. The general public has to be kep! infor­
med of the role of national meteo rological services as

N o te : This article Is based ~m a~ invited lecture. that t~c author presented. at the WMO Technical Conference on Management of
Meteorologica l Services In Region II (ASIa) held m Shanghai (China) III September 1991.

(123)








