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Cyclones and depressions over Indian seas and
neighbourhood during 1995*

I. Chid reolures

During the year 1995. three deep depressions.
IwO depression s and three cyclones form ed over
north Ind ian seas. Onl y o ne cyclonic storm formed
over Arab ian Sea and the rest of systems originated
over Bay of Bengal. Season wise there were three
depressions in the month of May in pre-monsoon
season, two in Septemb er during monsoon season
and three cyclones in the month of October and
November in the post-mons oon season. One
cyclone. which form ed du ring the month ofOctober
in Ihe Arabi an Sea. moved northwestward and
weakened over the west Arab ian Sea. The oth er CWo
cyclones attained the intensity of hurricane an d the
first one crossed north Andhra Pradesh coast and
the other crossed southeas t Bangladesh.,

The Iracks of the systems arc given in Fig. 1.
Their brief history and monthly distribution are
given in Tables I & 2 respectively. A fewcrucial ship
observations a re recorded in Table 3.

2. Pre-monsoon season

21. Deep depression (5-6 M ay 1995 )

On 5 May. a depression formed over southwest
Bay of Bengal and was centred at 21oo UTC near
II.O'N/81.0'E. By the noon of 6 May it in tensified
into a deep depression an d crossed nor th Tamil
nadu coas t at l loo UTC and weakened as a depres
sion with cen tre near 12.0 ' NI79.5'E at 12oo UTe. II
wea kened further over northern parts ofTamiinadu
and adjoining Karnataka on 7 May. Th e maximum
intensity of the system was T 2.0 on Dvorak's scale
as estimated from the imageries of0700 10 1000 UTC
of 6 May.

(i ) Rainfall/Damages

Under its influence. widesp read rainfall with
heavy fall a t a few places occu rred over Tamilnadu,
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala on 5.6 and 7 May. As

reported the loss of lives was 12 in Tamilnadu and 5
in Kerala. Also damage 10 about 400 houses and
standing crops was reported due 10 heavy rains and
floods in these States.

2.2. Deep depression (8·/0 May 1995)

The second system fonned over west central Bay
or Bengal at 0900 UTC of 8 May and was centred
ncar 15.0'N/81.5'E (120 km southeast of Machili·
pa tnarn) at 12oo UTe. It moved in a northeasterly
direction and intensified into a deep depression at
0900 IITC of May 9 and was centred near 16.S'NI
82.5" E at 1200 UTe. Thereafter. it moved in a
northerly direct ion and crossed the Andh ra
Prad esh coast nea r Thni around 1700 lITC. It
weakened grad ually into a depression on 10 morn
ing and weakened further by the evening over south
Orissa and adjoining north coastal Andhra
Pradesh. As per the INSAT imageries. the highest
intensity was T 2 0 on Dvorak's scale from 0900 to
1400 UTC of 9 May.

(I) RainfalVDamages

The system caused widespread rain with heavy
falls at one or CWo places in 10 districts of coastal
Andhra Pradesh and adjoi ning interior areas. Loss
of 22 lives was reported from these areas. About
40,000 houses were damaged. Thousands of hec
tares of crops were destroyed. Total estimated
damage in Andhra Pradesh was reported to be of
the order of Rs. 470 crores .

2.3. Deep depression (14-17 May 1995)

A depression formed over the northwest Bay and
adjoining Orissa coast on 14 nigh l and was centred
near 19.5'N/86.S' E at l800 UTC. It in tensified into
a deep depression on 15 morn ing and moved in a
north-northeasterly direction skirting the Oris sa
coast, crossed the West Bengal coas t nea r Sagar
Islands on 16 morning and lay centred near 220' NI
88.5'E at 03oo UTC of 16. Th ereafter, it moved in a
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