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Rainfall and Floods during 1962 Southwest Monsoon period*
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1. Introductlon

Rainfall during the 1962 Southwest
:\lonflOOn season as a whole was more or
less norma l over the country. Rainfall
distri but ion week by week was. however.
not uniform, t he month of August beiug
particularly d ry out side peni nsu lar India.
Excess of rains occurred at other times
with t he result t hat most of the rivers in
nort h and cent ra l parts of the country
were in floods at one time or the other
during the season under consideration.
Floods in th e H imalayan ri vers, however ,
were more frequent although not many
flood records came in for test . In fact ,
except for t he unprecedented level in
Brah mapu tra river of 345· 4 ft a t Dibru garh
on 19 August no fresh Rood records were
created. The toll in human lives during the
flood season was 173 in Assam and 109 in
Punjab ; this includes the unfortunate loss
of human lives trapped ill ava lanches in
Spiti and Lahaul valleys in Kangra Dist rict
(Punjab) due to unusual early snowfall.
For the third year in succession. Jammu
and Kashmir escaped the ravages of severe
floods except for a short spell in September.
From the flood accounts'[ it was not iced tha t
the rivers ill Assam and Bihar were sub­
jected to many spells of high floods suggest­
ing that there were more occasions of 'break'
in monsoon conditi ons this year than in the
preceding two yenrs. Chief features of rai n-

fall and associated floods are given in the
following paragraphs.
2. Chief Ieatures of rainfall

The Arab ian Sea branch of the southwest
monsoo n adva nced in sout h Kcrala about
17 )I ay, nearly 10 days in advance and
continued to extend to south Konk an. This
occurred under the influence of a depression
which t rave lled ac rosu' the peni nsula from t he
n ay of Bengal and emerged into the
Arabiun Sca on 18 )Iay. The Bay of Bengal
mOIlMOOIi current which had established
over the sout h n ay lr-cau se of the ab ove
depression, also advanced into Bengal
lind A"",un between 25 and 27 May under
t he influence of another depression which
formed over the central nay and moved in
n northerly directiun cross ing the Burma
coast near Akyab on 25 May. In the rest
of northeast India, monsoon was esta b­
lished by 10 Junc due to a depression which
formed iu the northwest n ay of Bengal on
6 J une about 200 km southeast of Puri,
It moved inland on the 7th morning and
weakened there. The Arabian Sea bran ch
also advanced fur her northwards and reached
Surat on31 May under the influence of an­
other depression which formed in t he cent ra l
Arabian Sell on 28 )lay near Lat. l7 °N and
Long. 61°E and moved in a west to north­
west direction. Extension of the monsoon
over the north and Darthwcstern parts of
the country took place gradually as a
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