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Rainfall and floods during 1960 southwest monsoon period

1. Introduction

The first articledealing with the ra infall and
floods during Hl59 monsoon period appeared
in th e July 191;0 issue of this Journal and it
was decided that t his fc...ture should appear
regularly every yea r" , The following is a
review of the rainfall during the southwest
monsoon period of 1960 and the associated
floods.

2. Chief features of the rainfall
The southwest monsoon established itself

over the south PeniJlsltla in May abont a
fortnight in advance of the normal elate am]
temporarily advanced in Ganget ic 'V'cst
Bengal and Assam towards the end of )Iay
hut its further advance was not maintain ed.
The Arabian Sea branch of the monsoon
advanced in south Konkan on 8 JWlC and
continued to ad vance and reach cast
Gnjarat b)" the end of 3rd week of J nne.
The Bay of Bengal branch of monsoon also
became active and reached Bihar at about
the same t ime, Rajasth an and Uttar Prndesh
by 23 .Jnne and P unjab by 29 J nne, The
monsoon ndvauced into Jammu and Kashmir
State by 6 J nly 1960. I t withdrew grad ually
from most of the countrv after the 1st week
of October 1960 heing ro;,fined later to sonth
Peninsula only.

Week by week rail,fall for the pcriod Jnne
to September 1960 over the 2; meteorological
snh-d ivisions of India is given in Tahle I. Th e
figures indicate the percentage departure of
the week's minfnll from the normal rai nfall.
The departure in excess of 25 per cent and in
defect by more than 25 per cent have heen
shown separately, A study of this table
shows th e following principal features-

(i) Deficient rain during -successive
weeks in .Iune and July in Bihar
Plai ns, east Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasth an, Jammu and Kashmir but
more pronounced in Rajasthnn and
Uttar Pradesh.

(t"i) Excess of rain in successive WCCkR

during August in west Ut tar Pra­
desh and Punjah followed by heavy
rainfall in P unjab, Uttar Pradesh
before the withdrawal of t-he mon-
soon. k

~

(ii i) Spell of heavy rain in east Gujarat ,
Saurashtra, Kutch and Konkan dur­
ing the early months of monsoon
followed by dronght conditions
during many consecutive weeks ill
August and September.
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