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92 (Krishnan)

India and International Science have suffered a great loss by the death of
Dr. K. S. Krishnan, F.RS., National Professor and Director , National Physical
Laboratory of India. 1I~ passed away on t he night of 13/14 June 1961 following
a sharp heart-at tack. Professor Krishnan worked in his Laboratory t ill t he
evening of t he 13th : On that day, Krishnan was looking forward to a study­
cum-lecture tour in U.S.A. in the autumn of 1961 prior to his retircment from the
N.P.L. and sett ling down to an academic life.

Kariamanikkam Srinivasa Krishna n was born on :I December 1898 in t he
village of Watrap near Srivilliputtum in the district of Madurai , His father,
Sree Srinivasa Iyengar was a scholar ofthe old school deeply versed in Tamil and
Sanskrit literature and spent a good par t of the year at the famous shrine of
Tirupathi. Krishnan had his early education in his home-town Watrap and
later in Madurai and in Madras. After graduating in Physics from the Madras
Christian College, he worked as a Demonstrator in that Inst itution for a couple
of years. He t hcn migrated to Calcutta to study for his lILSo. in tho University
College of Science, Calcutta, under Professor Sir C. V. Raman . In 1923, Professor
Raman took him as a Research Scholar in the Indi an Association for the Culti­
vation of Science and for t he next six years, from 1923 to 1928, Krishnan made
a deep study of the problems of Optics and in particular of the molecular scatte­
riug of light and questions connect~d with the anisotr?py ~f molecules.
Krishnan 's first paper was on an experimental study of t he mtensity and pola­
risation of li"ht scattered by a large number of pure liquids. The paper appeared
in t he Philo~ophical Maqazine in 1925, and brought out his outstanding qualiti es
as a careful and crit ical invest igator. Kri shnan worked with Professor Raman
in examining various problems relating to molecular anisotropy and collaborated
with him in making a detailed examinatio n of the change in t hc nat ure of li"ht
which was found to he associated with molecular scattering, As is well known,
thesc studies led up to the discovery of the Raman Effect in 1928.








