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Cyclones and depressions over nor th Indian Ocean during 1996*

I. Chief feat ures

There were five cyclonic storms a nd th ree
depressions over the Indian seas during the year 1996.
One depression formed over the land in July .

Two cyclonic storms formed over the Arabian Sea
and other three formed over the Bay of Bengal. Two
cycloni c storms, one each in the Bay of Bengal and
the Arabian Sea. formed in the month of June. Three
cycloni c storms. two over the Bay of Bengal and one
over the Arabian Sea, formed in post-monsoon season
(October-December). Two storms over the Bay of
Bengal (One in June and the other one in November)
crossed Andhra Pradesh coast, while the third storm
crossed Tamil Nadu coast One storm over the Arabian
Sea crossed south Gujarat coas t while the other storm
over the Arabian Sea in October dissipated over the
west-central Arabian Sea.

Three depressions formed over the Bay of Bengal.
One formed in May, intensified into a deep depression
and crossed Bangladesh-M yanmar coast The other two
depressions formed in October. First one crossed Andhra
Pradesh coas t and the second crossed the coastal
Indo-Bangladesh border . One depression formed over
land in July.

Tracks of the systems arc given in Fig. I and their

brief history is given in Table I.

Monthl y frequen cies are given in Table 2 and
crucial ship observations arc recorded in Table 3.

2. Pre-monsoon season (March-May 1996)

One depression formed during the season in the
month of May.

2.1. Deep depression over the Bay (7-8 May)

A well-marked low pressure area formed over

west-central and adjoin ing east-central Bay on the

evening of 5 May. It concentrated into a deep depres sion
on 7 morning and layover northwest Bay with its
centre ncar 19.0"N/89.O"E. The system. then, moved
in a north·northeasterly direction and intensified into
a deep depression by 1800 UTC of 7 with centre near
21.5"N/92.5"E. The system moving in a northeasterly
direction crossed Bangladesh -Myanmar coast ncar Cox's
Bazar on the early morning of 8 and weakened rapidly

into a well-marked low pressure area over Myanmar
and adjoining parts of Mizorarn and became less marked
by 9 morning. System did not produce any severe
weather over Indian region.

(I) INSAT cloud features - Estimated maximum
intensity of the system was T 2.0 on Dvorak's scale
from 1800 UTC of 7 to 0000 UTC of 8 May.

3. Monsoon season (June to September)

During the monsoon season one cyclonic storm
formed over the Arabian Sea and one severe cyc lonic
storm formed over the Bay of Bengal. Both these
storms formed during June. Only one monsoon
depression formed over land in July .

3.1. Cyclonic storm over lhe Bay of Bengal (12-16

June 1996)

A depression formed over the southeast and
adjoining southwest Bay on the evening of 12 June .
It intensified into a deep depression with centre near
12.5"N/83.0"E on 13 morning. It mov ed in a
northwesterly direction and layover the southwest
Bay about 200 km east of Chennai on 13 evening.
The system further intensified into a cyclonic storm
by 14 morning and lay centred ncar 14.0"N18O.5"E.
It then recurved in a north-northeasterly direction
and lay about 70 km southeast of Kakinada on the

morning of 15 June. Skirting the coast, the system
moved in a north-northeasterly direction and crossed
the coast ncar Vishakhapatnarn around 0500 UTC
of 16. The system, then rapidly weakened into a
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