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Rainfall and floods during 1961 southwest monsoon perlod"

I. Chl.f f•• lures of Ih. rainfall

Th e floods during the ROuthwest monsoon
period of 1961 perhaps attracted more wide­
spread attention than in anyone )'eIU since
1955. The States of ) Iadras and Andh ra
Pradesh also experienced heavy floods th is
year. The miseries and losses of life und pro­
perty due to t he floods caused by hllrstini(
of protective dams mennt for controUing
fl~ or ot her projects were 80 a larmingly
high that the economics of floofl rontrol l
measures hurl to he reviewed hy bodies like
Central and Slate F lood Control Boards,
Central ,r ater and Power Commission,
~tini~try of Irrigat ion And Power etc . A
detai led account of floods and damai(et
caused hy them, nrc given 8S far as avail­
nhle in the following paragraphs.

The Arabian Sea hranrh of the monsoon
was ushered. in over Kerala about 10 days
in advance of the normal date due to R trough
of low in southeast Arab ian Sea. The low
concentrated to become a severe cyclo nic
storm 0112 ·1 ~Iay 1961 alld later moved inland
crossing th e western coast bet ween Dovgad

and the Rat nagiri 011 t he 21th night, Couse­
quently monsoon was established over
Konkan am! ) !adhya ~[ahamshtra . Simul­
tnneously the deve lopment of a severe
cyclonic storm in central Bay of Bengal
towar d, close of May, resulted in t he ad ­
vance of the Bay branch of monsoon also.
The monsoon established itself over Penin­
euler India south of 18°N an d in Assam by
the end of )Iay and over whole of Peninsula
Orissa, Bihar: We., t Bengal and east Utt ar
Pradesh hy first week of .r IIl1e 196I. Though
further advance was hal ted, its fury cont i­
nued unrelented over Kerala, The monsoon
establi shed itself over t he ent ire country by
the end of June. During its retreat, it seemed
to have withdrawn from most of northwest
I nd ia by t he end of Septemher, but a reviva l
ensued bet ween 3 and H October caused by
tile pas/oUJ.ge of a low over the Penin sula
from where it recurved north enstwnrds
hefore brea king up ill Uttar Pradesh
H imalayas 011 15t h. Finally t he mOILSOOn
with drew from nort h and central I ndia by
20th, about 15 days afte r t he normal dates.
Du ring October, south Bihar, Ronth V.P"

. TbilJsrtic1e hae been prepercd tn th e H.)"drolo~.r Section of th e Headquarters OfliC'r ofthc India )h·tmr o)ol!i('al
Department by S. Bancrji, ~lct('()roJogist . with the collaboration of tho mC'mlK-NI of thf' Iltaff nf the flf,"('tioll

tThc account of damage has been taken from the ftOf ,o reports su bmitted to t ill' Centra l FIOOlI Cont rol Hoard
mooting of 17 November 1O(j}




















