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ABSTRACl'. Th o aut h or in this a rt ir lft hnn gs out thu important role tho climat e v1a.re on tho health of hu man
being"! f\ml ..omflof th e important problem s fur ing t he work ers i ll the fiekl ormodtcal climat"I"It\-· a nd fina lly erro....;o~
th e n'X't-~>lity of bringing co.oporetton botw('un the medical experts urnI climatologist s to work b",llli in br..nd in
~ll l "in~ th o moh.... -r opathol••giC'AI probl ems .

Climate plays an important role ill every
sphere of human activity. The most impor­
rant. obstacles to progress in certain parts of
the globe were, in the past, due to adverse cli­
matic condit ions in addition to ot her factors .
The health and well-being of man depend
to a grea.ter extent both OIl th o genera l
climat e and day-to-day changes in weather.
The science deali ng: with t he st udy of th e direct
nnd indirect effects of climate on man 's
hea lth is called 11ed ical Climnto locv.c .

F rom the public hea lt h point of view, th e
impact of climate is two fold : first, the limita ­
tion.. imposed by the climatic factors them­
selves on human nctiv iti cs, heal t h and com­
furt; and second, t he extent to which climat ic
factors, more spec ifically rai nfall and tern­
pera tu re, influence th e epidemiology, geogra­
ph ical distri bution and severity of diseases
in man. The most important elements of
climate are the rai nfall, temperature, wind
and sunshine. Air of moderate humi dity
followed by intermediate temperature with
medium wind and sunshine is more conducive
for h-a lt h. Climate is oue of t he fac to rs which

exerts its influence OIL th e spread of ma uy
d iseases. It may help or retard the develop­
mont of the germs which are t he spcoitio
cause for th e diseases and effect. the growth
of their carriers. I t ma.y also strengthen or
weaken th e ind ividual's power of resistance
against the a/jack of t he germs, ~rost of the
diseases prevailing' in various pa rt." of th e
world arc, in some wav or other, effected bv
th o climatic cond;tj o n~. "

}b,la,ria had long been recognized as a
disease of world-wide incidence and th e
Cil.USC of a higher sickness and d eath-ra te
t han any oth er disease. It is most prevalent
and extermely common in th e tropics with
hig-h infection ra te, oonstnnt heat , moisture
alld. wa te r for t he breed ing of t he anopheline
mosquito a nd requisite temperature for the
development of the parasite th en-in. As th e
poles are approached, t he foci.of endemicity
gra dually become less. Climatic conditions,
particularly temperature and humidity effect
the development of th e parasite in th e mOR­
qui to which form s t he source of infection in
man. A mean df~i ly tempera t ure exceedi ng












