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CORRELATION BETWEEN LIGHTNING
AND RAINFALL AT COIMBATORE

Thers 15 a loeal balief among the weather
mind=1 peopls that the frequency of light-
nings in a particalar period ean be taken as
an iclication of rain 11 the coming months.
To know more abont this hslief seienti-
ficallv the data on lightning and rainfali
colloeted at Coimbatore in a period of thirty-
nine vears (1913 to 1953, both inclusive)
were taken up fer a statistical examination.
The data portaining to the period Septem-
hor to November revealad some intarest-
g findiness,

The mumber of lightnings in September
was found to be  signifieantly and  posi-
tively correlated  with the total rainfall in
Novenithoer (r=-+0-4151 £0-1496). Like-
wise, the numbor of lightuings and  total
rainfall in the months of  October and
November appear to b positively correla-
ted in oo significant manner,

October Lightning and r=F0-365]
Rainfall -0 1531
November  Lightning and r==-+0-3374
infall +£0-1548

The month of September is the waning
period of the southwest. monsoon, October
andd November are the rainiest months at
Coimbatore, recording respectively 27-2 per
cent and 17-3 per eent of the total annual
vainfall, This  relationship  between  the
nature of performance of the northeast
mongoon i November and the frequency
of lightnings in September seents  worth
further attention. 1 some more data are
colleeted, drawing of an inference of more
dependable nature may be possible in this
conmection, ]‘ltlTll.(l. the popular bglief
namely, that * frequency of lightnings m a
p.a.tunln period foretells the adequacy of
rains in the coming months” seems to have
some seientific support,
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