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ABSTRACT. Th e Oct ober -November d orm.and dt-prPll8ion'"of the period 1950. 1008 in t he nay of Bengal
" 6"0 been olaMifit'd into three di llinct elauel!l based on their t rackll. Certain dist inct synoptfe fcatu~ eeeoeleted
with each cf t beee clssees &8 cbeerved at the time of formatinn of the dppreR8ion or storm in th e Bay. in extended
eherte covering th e Indian region and Weat Peciflc Ooean weet. of 160" E hav e been listed and t heir nlidity in
ind ivid ua l CUt'8 easmlned.

1. Introduction

In a study of th e October and November eturms
o! the period 1950-1968. the aut hor found that t he
sto rm t racks in the Bay of Bengal could be classi­
fled into three dist inct classes and each class
oould h~ associated with cert ain recognisable
Bynuptic features (as seen in extended charts
covering the Indian re-gion and ' Vest Pacific Ocean
weat of 1500E) at th e t ime of formation of dep­
re8llion or storm in the Bay of Bengal. It appea'"
from the study that these synoptic Ieatur..s gil'e
certain possible clues, in the climatologica l 8C1lSe,

to the future movement of th e depression or storm.
. I n view of th eir possible util ity to the forecaster.
t be results arc reported here briefly. The synoptic
associations present ed below have been chosen
after examining a large number of depression and
storm charts for the existence of possible common
featuTcg. In this Sense the association with remote
regions of the Pacific mny be considered lIS just ified.

2. MelbOd. or analysis

Tho tracks of the ste rnus and depressions of
October and November during th e 19-yenr period
mentioned above were grouped und er th e following
three different classes.

Class A - Storms or depres-dous which have
tboir origin in the southeast Bay and ,..ljoining
Andamnll Se" and which move more or less WNW
and stri ke the Tamil Nsdu coast sout h of Lat.
IliON.

Class B - Those th at initi ally" move NW or
WID'>, recurve ill t he vicinity of lati tude IliON
and strike the East Pakistan or Burma coast .

Class C - Those that move somotim es irregu­
larly bu t have an effective northwest motion and
strike the north Andhra or Orissa coast,

Tbe synoptic situations associa ted with each of
the three above classses at the time of formation of
the stonn or depression in the Bay (The char ts of
the J apan "ieteorologieal Agency. Thailand Met.
Service and Vietnam )Iet. Service were examined
in this connection. in addit ion to the char ts of
I ndian Ocean and Sout hern Hemisphere Analysis
Centre and We.ather Central. Poena) are found to
be as follows -

Class A

(I) There is storm activity in the Paciflc. A
typhoon or a storm or depression is moving WNW
and is crossing or bas crossed Philippines round
about 15°N and is moving into the China Sea; or
a depression is moving westward. in the China Sea.

...\'Qll!:-Sometimee a typhoon or storm in the Pacifi c i. seen
moving W~",Y Dear 10° N. in th e lon~itude heft 130·..)t5.E.
Tb eee cases occurred during th e period 1930. 19.50.

(2) Ea sterl ies (zonal component) of 10-20 kt
3\Jpcar over extreme south peninsula ()ladrns and
south) at 500 mb (5'4 km a.s,l.) and there is
practi cally no change in the direction of these
winds between 3·6 and li·4 km a.s .l,

Class B

(I) There is no activity in the Pacific nor is there
a depression in the China Sen; or a typ hoon or
s~orm is reeurving northeastwards east of Philip­
pines,
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