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1. Introduction

On 17 July 1955, a large number of dist ingu ished physicists of the world
assembled at Berne, the capi tal cit y of Switzerl and, to celebrate the fift iet h anni­
versary of the publication in 1905 of 'Zur Elektro-dynamik der bewegten [{iirpe r··
- by Albert Einst ein ; th en a name quite unknown to scie nce. Th is paper ushe red
a new age in science: the Age of Relativity.

Einstei n lived long enough to see the fruition of th is gr eat work and of other
great scientific works which flowed from his brain and compelled rightful homa ge
from the who le world. To the grea t regret of the scientific worl d, he had passed
away a few months before the celebrations.

It will appear paradoxical to the modern generation to be told that the merits
of the paper were not immed iat ely recognized.

It is said tha t thi s paper had been previously submitted for the doctorate
degree of the Zuri ch Universit y, bu t was not approved by the Faculty. because it
conta ined phrases like 'Die Einfiihrung des Lichtiithers wird sicll als i; berfljL•.ori ~J
se;,,'- the introduction of a light iither will be shown to be superfluous - -which
were quite unpalatable to orthodox physical thought of those times. "Young man ,
write something more sensible". With these words, young Einstein , then ~5 years
of age. was dismissed by the sages of the Faculty.

Somewhat discouraged, Einstein sent the paper to th e leading German journal
on physics 'Annalen der Physik', where it was published in J uly , 1905.

In the meantime , he worked on Brownian Movement, and sent for publication
severa l papers to learned journals. On the strength of th ese works. he was
ad mitt ed to the doctorate degree,
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• On Electrodynamics of moving bodies




























