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Floods in the north Indian rivers during
June-July 1955*

(Receit'Cd 15 Septelllber 195,)

27 J Illy Cooch-Beha r u·8"
:10 .Iuly .Ia lpa iguri 4'4 "

Kalimpong' 4 '0'

:11 July .Ialpuiguri 4 '6 '
Cooeh- Behar G'5 "

IJIl,I,lIe, and low lying areas would have been
fillell before th e onset of the flood producing
sto rm in .Iulv , Southeast Uttar Prad esh,
being ~omewh"at in the sha pe of a. bowl, gets
wat er-logged easily su that when the heavy
concentrated rain s set. in. it would appea.r
that the run-off could not he contained with
in t he rivers and, there being no easy wa.y
ou t , resul ted in Roods. The Goma t i anti its
tributari es, particularly the Tons, reached
flood levels which were reported to ha n ' sur
passed any during t he last 70 yenr~ or !-lO .

2. Th o flood s in north Bengal were t he con
sequence of a s pell uf "ery hea vy rainfall in the
last week of .rulv aesociated with a period of
' break ' COIHlitio;lS in t he monsoon. An idea
of tho magnitude of rai nfall dur ing this period
lIlay he had from the following rainfall records:

24 .l lIly .lulpaig uri 4 ·0'

2;, July Cooch-Behar 8 ' 6"

26 .July .lalpaiguri 7 · 7"
Cooch- Behar 8 ·9"

.\[acchlishah r 6·8"

.Mnrinhu 14·6'

.Juunpur fi · 2"

.Inunpur R· ;)"

Bahraich 7,3"
(Iondu 8· :,)"

Am ethi 5 '1 "
Fa iza hml 9", '

Fniza hnd 6·;;"

20 .July

21.l nly

1. Once again thi s year. eevero floods have
occurred in th e H imalayan rivers t.ruversing
through t he region. of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Bengal lUH1...\ss8m ca using untold suffering to
thuusanda of people and extensive damage to
prnperty and cattle. Th e a reas affected by
flood s are shown in F ig. 1. The floods in
cast Uttar Pradesh in the second ha lf of .Iu ly
19;)!) h8\'C heen described ns the worst in that
a rea for tho pa...t 70 yea rs or so. Th ese
floods followed the heavy concentrated rain
during th e period 18·22 .1uly 19;;;; in the con
tiguous districts of J uuopur, Faizabad,
GUl'akhl'ur, Azamgarh and Gonda.

Some of the noteworthy fa lls were :

17 .July -Inun pur 5 ·0'

I8 .July Azalllgarh j · :l"

In.lnly Bnnu rus ,I ·S"

22 .Tnly

During thi s week th e ra infall in these dis
t rict .s W(Off> :l- l ti mes t heir normai nlUoun ts .
.t nt eer-dent to th e tioocI~ , thi s region had
,good monsoon from t he second week of June
with n spe ll of heavy minfnll during 18-:W
.June Inr);;. •\ s a result, all t he rivers, st reams,
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