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Thunderstorms at Srinagar
s. X. IIIlAX

J/dt~urofogical 0.Dirc, Sril/agar

(Rccei..." l J December JY;;.[)

t . Introduction

] 1\ this pnl'(.'r a st udy has heen ruede of the
thunderstorms at Srinagnr (Lat. :l4-°0tr~ J

Long . j 'l o ,~;) 'g)clllriI·.g th e peri od I939-195:J.
The datu have been collected from the C() Jl j l'~

of the .lIun/My 1I""ftllter lteport«; nva ilnhle
at tho stut io», utul the freq uenc ies (If the
thuuderstorms hav e ht'('1\ hrieflv work e..l out.
If on any day there were two thunderstorms
these huve been counted separately.

During flu.' per iod thunderstorms lmvo
Ilt'oli found ttl or-cur only d uring the months,
) [ardl t o Oet oIWT. Th ere was , however.
a t hunderstorm on I :~ Xuvemlu-r l!H4
which eOIl IlIlf'Jl,e( 'll at OTjfJ 1ST and la f'h'cl for
only 1) minutes, th en ha ving been followed hy
a h{,~lVY ra infa ll with sleet all,t! snow " Th is,
being a n exception al C<1l:lC ! has not. been iJl.­
eluded in thi!i gl'l\cral study. Out of die H
months, ),L1Y has recorded the highest 1'.11111­

ber or :!·W thunderstorms and October
t he lea st number of on ly :m thunderstorms,

Xu useful record was a vailable nt the
sta t ion to find th e frequency of hailstorms
having accompa nied the thl~ntlt'rstorIll8.

2. Frequency of Ihu nderstorms (rom year to year

The total number of thunderstonns duril'.g
each month ),[ardJ to October f OT the \"(':IT1'\

19:19 to 195:1 lire g;'.•1\ ;1\ Table I. In 11 11 ·ll~tl

thnuderst urru s ha ve been recorded cluring
the 15- p'nr period . The highest number of
102 has occurred in 194G a nll th e least.ruuuher
or!j:! in I!,;j:!. It is a lso seen th at t here W l'T(' r o
thunderstorms in )'lan'h (lllriJ'.g B.:m, I!.·l~ ,
HHJ and 1!Hr) and in October during I!H~,

1913, 19H and 19·~9 . The highest monthly

reco nl of :!fi t hu nd erstorms is found in )1:1v
1941. .:'tInr ('h ;:u~d October han' Hot rt'l"ore lt-;l
tnurt- than j t hunderstnrms in a ,p'ar t'X('t'pt
in 195:l when 10 thunde rs tor ms were
experienced du ring :.\ Iarch.

3" Total number 01 thu nders torms on each date

Tlw distribut ion of t he tot~d nUI IIIH'T of
thunderstorm» on each day clurir.g the 1II0nt II H

.\lan 'h to Oc:t4>ll('r is shown in Tahle 2.

It. is seen that th e highest 1\1II1111t,1' (If 18
thunderstorms ha s oceurn d on 27 :.ll n,- .w.•1
1:\J nne. Tllf'TC are 7 clays in l\lart"l lllJl.cl ~ da ys
ill October when t here were no t hurulorsturms.

E Xt.:l'pt. IG April ancl j July, l'a l'h clatc' ha s
l'l~l'lJT(lt't l thunderstorms during 1 Apr il to :'W
September, t he total number eXt'PI'lUng r;
ueing more frequent f rom last week of .Apr il
to Sl'COIVi week of Augu st.

4. Precipitation durin g thu nderstorms

Th e tot a l pn'dpitl1tion a :ssm"iatt ,tl with
the thundorstnrms in eac h month during
19:19-IH5:J is given in Tahle 3. As no sdf­
rl'(·onlir.g rait~gangl' was a va ila hle at the
stat ion, it i~ not possibl e to work out the
actual rninfult a mount h.\\·ir.g (I('('uITl'l l
llurh1g the thunderstorm..i . The ra infa lls
recorded duri rg th e J1 (,TiOtl~ 0:~1I0 to I~on

GMT and l ~j H I to 0:3:10 G31T of the 11<"'t
clay have been cons idered to hav« Lcen
a SH(u:int ctl will. t he t hunde rstorms occurring
re~pc'd i \' t'ly during the above periods. For
thu~(' t huJlllt'rstuTIII:-\ whk-h covvrr-d bnt h ti le
nbove per iod s. t he total ru infa ll rt'c·tml t'tl
at. 0300 G)lT has been considered to have
uccumpnnied the thunderstorms, Tuble 3
















