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A brief report of a discussion on "Western Disturbances"
held at New Delhi

At the suggestion of the Chairman of the Atmospheric Research Committee a
discussion on " Western Disturbances and Indian Weather" was arranged in the
Meteo rological Office, Lodi Road , New Delh i. on Satu rday the 8th October 1955.
The following 7 pape rs were ta bled for d iscussion:

(I) "The study of the variation of ozone cont ent in the upper atmosphere over
Indi a in rela tion to Western Disturbances"

(2) "Studies in Western Disturbances and Cold Waves" by L. A. Ramdas.
S. P. Venkiteshwaran , S. Yegnanarayanan . V. Venkateswarlu and
K. Sethumadhavan

(3) " General Survey of the present position regarding Western Distur bances
and Indian Wea ther" by B. N. Desai and P. R. Pisharoty

(4) " A study of Western Disturbances and 'breaks' in the S.W. Monsoon
0934-1940)" by S. B. Kulkarni

(51 "Have Western Disturbances any influence on the weather over No rth.
east India in the monsoon months'!" by K. C. Chakravortty and S. C.
Basu

(61 " Western Disturbances and thunderstorm rain over Gangetic Wcst
Bengal in the years of 1949 and 1955" by R. C. Bhattacharjee

(1) "Western Disturbances and Indian Weat her" by D. A. Moo ley

Shri S. Basu , Director General of Observatories. opening the meet ing. referred
to the western disturb ances as constituting one of the major weat her phenomena
in the meteorol ogy of India and to the appropria teness of having a general discus
sion on the subj ect on an occasion when a number of meteorologists happened to
assemble at Delhi in co nnection with the other meetings. He then invited Prof. K. R.
Ramanathan to take the Chair .

Prof. Ramanathan in his introd uctory remarks stressed the part played by
western d istur bances in shapi ng the winter weather over northern Ind ia and said
tha t a more systema tic study of these disturbances should be undertaken. He then
invited the authors to present the papers and each paper was followed by a short
discussion.
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