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Prof. Mech nud Sahu, the eminent scien tist. passed away at New Delh i on
16 February 1'956 at the age of 62 years. I n his dea th Ind ia has lost one of her
illustrious sons . the world a brill iant scientist and modern as tro physics one of its
most dist inguished founders who by virtue of his funda menta l contribu tions ranked
with Eddington. Russell. Jeans. Hale and a few others.

1. Early li fe

Meghn ad Saha was born on 6 October 1893 in the small village of Seora ta li in
the district of Dacca in Eas t Bengal . now in Eas t Paki stan . as the fifth child in a
Hindu middle class fam ily whose livelihood was a small shopkeeping business. After
his ea rly educa tion in the loca l primary schoo l and in a middle school at Sirnulia
at a dist-mce of 7 miles from his home. he came to Dacca in 1905 and was admitted
to the Second ary School a ttached to the Dacca College. This was the time when
Lord Curzo n, then the British Viceroy of India . ann oun ced the partition of Bengal
which gave rise to the grea t nat iona l movement unrler the leadership of Au robindo
Gh osh. Like many other br illiant boys young Meghnarl a lso read ed 10 the political
ferment of the day and for feited the schola rship and free stude ntship whic h he had
won through sheer merit. This was a great set-back . for Meghnad did not come from
a rich family. But as was to be demonstrated agai n and aga in in his life Mcghn ad
was not daunted by such d ifficulties. Hc ca rried on with his stud ies. sometimes pay·
ing his way by what he could earn through giving private tuition to younger boys.
Hc was always a bri llian t student and in 1911 joincd the B.Sc. class of the Presidency
College of Calcutta . which then as in later days had the d istinction of having on its
rolls the very best stude nts of the niversity. That was a period when two of India 's
most d istinguished scientists of the older genera tion. Prof. .J agadish Chan dra Bose ami
Prof. Prafulla Cha ndra Ray. were on the staff of the Presidency College and young
Meghnad drew his inspira tion for scient ific research from the exa mples of these two
grea t men. As w.as to be e x p~cted he got a ~rst class M.Sc. degree in Applied
Mathemat ics which he took IJ1 1915. After this Saha wan ted to compete for the
Indian Finance Service. but his nationalistic tend encies and his independence of
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