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A study ha... lu-en ma de of the climate­
logicsl f'tstit'tie.'1 relntin~ to frequency , for ­
mation, movement and d issipati on of st orms
and depressions in t he Bav of Bengal for the
period 1890-1%0. •

Da ring the m-year period under st udy,
th o t otal number of disturbances in t ho Bay
of Bengal W 8..'i 79:1, oa t of which the nu mber
of cyclonic sto m u...t was 288, the rest heing
depressions. Th e disturbances ar e nearl y
absent in J nnuary, Februar v ami :'tIarch and
occur most freq .;fmt,ly da ring t he monsoon
and post-monsoon seasons, t he frequ ency
hoing highf'st in .AlI gU8t and Septe mber .
I f cyclonic sto rms alone are cons idered ,
October und November are th e most
favourable month s for t heir formation . A
study of th e seasona l dist ribut ion of t he dis­
tu rba nces shows t hat t here was not a single
yea r in which the monsoon or t he post­
monsoon season was altoget her free from
tho incidence of such distur bances. There
were, however, 8 monsoon seasons and 7
post-monsoon seusons when no cyclonic
storm developed. Five distu rbances develop­
ed in Septem ber 1891 and t his is t he highest
nu mber of dist urbances t hat ever developed
in a particular month. The h ighest number
of cyclunie stor ms t hat occurred in a parti­
(:1I1ar mont h in a vea r is 3 bu t the freque ncy
of such occurrences is verr small and is limit­
ed chiefly to t he end of t he monsoon sea5011
or th e post-monsoon season. The probnbilit.y
of occurrence of a certain num ber of

disturbances or more in a particula r month
has bee n calculated. The pro bability of for­
mation ofat least one disturbance du ring each
of the months of July, August , September
a nd Octo ber is about ·9 or 1·0 while that of
at least three disturbances during t he fla me
period is about · 3 or , 4. The probahilityof
develop ment of at least one cyclonic storm in
Octoher or Novem ber is about .6 and that
of at Ica....t t hree such storms is only about,
· 0:1.

Th e average annual frequ ency of dis­
turban ces of all int ensities is 13 while th e
act ual number du rin g the various yearti
vari ed from a minimum of B in 1910 to a
maximum of 18 in 1908. The hig hest number
of cyclonic sto rms that developed in a yellr
was 8.

To get an idea of t he extent to which a
particular portion of t he aea ar ea is liabl e
to be a ffecte d by st orms and depression..s,
t he num ber of such distur bances crossing
the different one degree latit ude longitude
squares were det ermined and plotted in those
t'qua res and then iso-linea of the number of
disturbances were drawn for the various
months. Th, cha rt for Augus t is rep roduced
ill F ig I. III winter t he act ivity of t he dis­
t urbances is confined mainly to a sma ll " rca
in the south Bay of Bengnl, D aring t he pre­
monsoon months t he activity spreads lout
over a much wider area , the north Andaman
Sea and the eas te rn parts of t he n ay of








