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Report of the Indian Expedition to Ceylon to observe
the Total Solar Eclipse of 20 June 1955

t . Introdu clion

Th e eclipse of :W .I une 195;') was OIltI of
exeaptionnlly long duration awl wa.; of
special interest to t he Kotlaikanal Observa­
tory, as the pat h of t otal ity pas"otl very
dOliti to the southern t ip of India.

F rom a gener-il ('oll-iifltlratian of the
climatic features of t he rOJ! iolls a long t h('
path of totality of the eclipse it seemed
that the so-called "drv zone" of Covlou
offered the most r~l\'ol1;ahle weat her c~ndi"
tions for observing t he eclipse. Th is view was
evidently shored. hy ma ny ot her expe­
ditions also, for th ere were ill Ceylon expedi­
tions from Britai n, U.S,A" Germany . Frunee,
Switzerland, Holland awl J apan.

An advance pa rty of four members under
t he !eadership of Dr. A. K. fl " . , Deputy
Director General of Observatories, Astro­
physical Obser vatory, Kodaiknnal.left Kodai­
kanal on 17 )[av 19;j;j with neurlv [I tons
of equipment lUl.;l reaebed th o eclipse calllp
at Hingurakgoda, Ceylon on II", 1 ~lh .

During Dr. Des's earli er exploratory visit ,
t he Director of t he U~ESCO Fu ndnment al

Edu cation Centre, Hingura kgoda, Ceylon
had kindly pla" OII ot th e disposn l of the
Indian expedition the " "omen'H Hostel
of t he E,III"" l ion Centro and I he udjoining
grounds. Selection of proper sites for
t,he var ious in..'1trU ITUmtH and thei r installa­
t ion were curried out eluring the first t wo
wt' t'lk!'O.

Wt' a rc grateful to Dr. .:\. K. DUM. Leeder of th e Expeditio n f il l' hi ~ flc·tnil t>d note s from which th iMtlrti t'l ~

bIt, been pf'{'~red-J:d;tM




















