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t. Introduc::Uon

The monsoon rainfall has been characteristic
of drought conditions over most of the northern
parts of the count ry. This has happened for th e
second yo..\[ in succession, the worst affected areas
are Bihar and east Uttar Prad esh. While some
parts of Bihar received deficit rainfall, th e other
parts were affected by floods. Although 6 depres­
sions from the Bay of Bengal crossed inland during
t he period, only two of them penetrated deep into
the country-c-one as far as west Uttar Pradesh
and the ot her into the Punjab and H imachal
Pradesh. These, however, did not improve the over­
all rainfall situa tion ovor most parts of the count ry.
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Rainfall and Floods during 1966 Southwest Monsoon period*

Bihar Plateau and east Madhya Pradesh between
the end of June and the beginning of J uly. It
was feeble over Peninsula during the period.

Brenk monsoon conditions existed from 2 to 5
July when Assam and sub-Himalayan West
Bengal got the third spell of renewed monsoon act i­
vity, throwing th e entire plains of Assam in the
grip of a second wave of devastating floods.

A depression formed in the Bay on the morning
of 17 J uly with centre about :100 km cast of P uri.
Moving westwards, it crossed coast on th e 18th and
_hen wea kened. In association with these develop.
ments, there was a general strengthening of the
monsoon over the country and the monsoon was

2. Onset and Withdrawal of Monsoon active in Maharnshtra and Gujarat States, and
The monsoon advanced simult aneously into the west )Iadhya Pradesh dnring the lat ter half of July.

Arabian Sea, south of 8°1' and south lIay of A serious water supp ly position in Bombay that
Bengal by ~6 May. It further advanced into Kerala arose out of very weak monsoon act ivity over Kon-
between I to 3 J une and into Assam by about 5 kan till 2nd week of J uly, eased considerably later.
J une. The northw ard movement of the Arabian A deprc.ssion formed in the Bay on 28 J uly with
Sea branch continued, to cover the entire Peninsula centre abou t 300 km southeast of Calcutta. )Ioving
by 12 J une, The monsoon was very active over westuorth west it weakened and lay as a low pm,-
upp er Assam from 9 to 15 J une as a result of sure area over the northern parts of )Iadhya Prn-
which the tributa ries of the Brahmaputra went desh by 1August. Under these developments, mon-
in spate causing inundation in the low lying areas. soon activity was well sustained throughout the
The activity of the monsoon shifted to lower Assam country especially over nothern parts of the coun-
by about 15 June due to a deep depression which try and in west Uttar Pradesh, east Rajasthan
formed in th e nort h Bay, ) !oving nortlinortheast, am! the Punjab and J ammu and Kashmir during
this depression crossed th e East Pakistan coast this period. This nmeliorutod the water scarcity
on the morning of 17 .Iunc. Fairly well d istributed conditions in Rajasth an.
rainfall also occurred over northeast India out-
. 'J S ' . Break conditions of monsoon again occurred fromSide BI tar , tate; 01'lS8& received heavy rains. The

fl 1 , '" 21 to 31 August and the monsoon act ivity was
00' situat ion improved III t he Brahmaputra confined to north and central India. There was

valley but worsened in south Assam due to floods
in tho river Barak . Further advance of the monsoon heavy rainfa ll over the H imalayas and adjoinin g
over rest of the country outside west Rajasthan and plains.
western parts of Punjab (India) and J ammu A depression formed on 2 September with centre
and Kashmir occurred between 15 and ~~ J une. about 200 Inn cast of P uri, It moved westward
However, under the influence of a depression which till II September. Later it took a nor thwesterly
formed about 200 km south of Calcutta on 28 course and was centered near Neomuch on 7 Sep-
J une and moved northwards, active monson condi- tember. It recurred and broke up Overth e western
tions prevaile,! OVer Ganget ic West Bengal, Orissa, H imalayas by 9th. Under its influence there was
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NOTE - Flood accounts end damage reports given in the e rtdcle are as obtained from the Flood New" LtUcrs issued by the
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