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Vagaries of the Southwest Monsoon 1950

inla nd broke up ;I~a i nst the Xcpal hills by
lht' 13th. Some noteworthv heavv falls
du rin:.! ~ -J hours caused bv tllc cvc lone arc
~ln'n -hr lo\\'- ,.

Thesc downpours ca used Iw ;\\ 'y landslide s in
J);uj cl'iing, Kalimpong anti Ku rs cong tow ns
a nd the: adjoining regions (Fil-,rs lnnd 2).
;\early «n c hu nd red peop le wr-rc killed and
several inj ured as a result or the landsfides
i ll the J) ;Hj t"e1in~ D istrict. A large nu mber
of h CH ISC$ was dcstrovcd a nd the ..-lectric
and wa ter supply syste ms were d isrupted in
Darj t'c1ing wh ich was complet ely cu t ofr Ih HlI
th e res t of th e co uru rv for a number o f dan.
Vnst areas in ~l idna Pore , Gooch Be ha r and
J alpai g-lIl·j dis tr icts were subme rped wh en the
three rivers. the ~Jayurakshi , th e Cossvc a nd
th e Tista sud dc n lv overflowed their ba nks.
. \ t h-ast 25 persons arc re por ted to hnvc
pe rished in the floods and ove r a th ou sand
c.n t lc we-re ca rried a way in the J al pai gu ri
distri ct alo ne, .:\105t parts of th e town of
.I a l pa i ~u ri , where the flood water of the 'Tista
rose to a record hei gh t , were submerged
under wa ter for a number of davs a nd fond
a nd ot her necessities of dailv li f~ had to be
dropped from a ir for the st;icken cit izens of
tha t town. Losses in property alone in these
rl"g-ions were estim at ed at severa l lak hs of
ru pees.

Al tho ugh th e southwest monsoon of i~jO
ga ve well -d isu-ihutcd and sarisfactorv rainfa ll
over th e greater part of Ind ia during the
pe riod J un e to Septem ber. it had its y.H~aril·'"

For , besides a delay in the esta bl ishment Ill'
th e Ara bia n Sea branch of the monsoon and
a pron oun ced break in the rains in Aucuvt,
there were ma rked spells of concentrated
a nd exccpri onutlv heavv rain in some part .. (If
the country leading to tloods in th ose region... .
Xo ra blc among these were the hcavv rainfall
in the Da rj ccling hi lls in .June . in Sauruclur.r
and K utch dur ing the month nfJuly, in L unr
Pra desh a nd Biha r in the first fortniu lu or
A ugust a nd in th e Punja b (I) and Kashm ir
i ll September.

Drou ghts

The monsoon a rrived earlier than
usua l along the west-r-oas t, hu t rem ained
weak over that nrca d nrl nc the whol e of
.June and d id not ext end cflccrivclv in to the­
interi or of th e cou n trv. ~lnst of the Peninsula
a nd th e cen tra l part s'of tlJe rounu-y had liu lc
rai n du ring that month . T he (h:b y in t i lt"
esta blishment of the monsoon affec ted 111l'
agr icu lturi sts in th e Bomhay Stat e a nd the
adjoining arr-as, as sowi ng operations ha d to
be held lip t ill the fi rst week o r.Ju ly whvn th e­
monsoon set in, The monsoon was fairl v
ar-rive ove r the whole count ry in .Jlily Im't
:lgain beca me wea k over the Peninsula. "llu­
Peninsula han a spe ll of pra cricall v dry
weat her from th e end of J uly to th e thi rd
week of August. \\'c:st l Iydcru had a nd the
adj oining dist ricts o f Bomba y St at e wh ich
had already a la rge deficiency in ra infall ,
wer e th e worst sufferers during th is d rou gh t.
\\'a ter- seard ty a nd fodde-r shortage were
reported from many plan 's in these d ivisio ns.
However, th e hr-avy rains in th e lnst week
of .Augu st partia lly sa ved th e situa tion.

Flood '

(i) I n assocm uon wit h the firs; advance
of th e monsoon , a cvc lone developed a t th e
hea d of the lla y of Bengal a nd ca used
exccp,tionall v henvv rain in and TIcal' th e
Darje~li n g' 'H ills. ' T his cyclo ne formed
wi t h its ce nt re a bo ut :m miles so u the as t o f
Saugor Island vn 10 June and moving
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TABLE 1

Smtiou Rainfall
III in che s

:\ Iid na porc 10. 9

K ursco rur 20.B

Dnrj ert ing 17.9

J al paig-u ri 10.3

Purnea 10.3

Ku rscong 17.0

1)arj l'l·ling 10.2










