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Satellite study of the cyclonic storm activity in the Indian Seas
between 24 September and 5 October 1966
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AB.'iTR ·\CT The 1:\8 t week of Se pte mbe r and t ho firllt week of October 1900 were characte riBN! by the fl:>rIDa­
r ton end mo";c!nc;t or int~fl fin t ro pical dt eturbanceeover the Indian O~&n 8.tC~ in bot h thc.hcmiIlJlher cs.. An urunt cr­
ttl u cd eo ucncc of eat clhtc do.ta for 0. storm .IICM~~ wllA,for the first t,lm e ava ilable t o Jr.-d uUl )tctcorol~gl~ts tbroug.b
th~ APT ~ rb svet cru Sut ull it e date, corublnod With ",hIPR' obeervat.tone showed tho 11 l ll1 u l~an.c 'U8. cxiat cncc of two

1 ' I' , 'b " '. "~ ' I ,I., n o v or ltenge l Absence of well-deftned cloud bands IlIHl lltrlllt lons III 80 1110of t heseC)'C 0 :110 ( 18 u r ~\ co C U<. • • I ' I r t I
etcrme a-id ra pid oxtc nalcn of'cloude towa1'll ~ north.clltlt when stor ms rnourvc um cr ut i lienee 0 upper wea er y
trough 8 8 indicat ed in ISAtc1Hc pict ures are diecue-cd .

pictures du ring t his period showed cast-west
oriented heavy clouding over large ocean ic areas
in the near-eqnatorinl region of both t he hemis­
pheres.

2. Disturba nces In Bay or Bengal

011 2·1September, a low pressure area wus noti ced
f'l1st of Nicnhur Islands. It moved grad ually
wcst nort hweetwa rds nud wus 250 km southwest
of Car Nicobar on 26th morn ing. The winds in t he
p~riphery of t he circulatio n were st ronge r than tho
winds ncar the cen t re as indicated hy Car Nieobar
and Port Bla ir 1'5 km wind . at 12 G~IT on 26th.
(Car Xicobur - 8)<; 'ly 15 kts, Port Blair E'Iy 30
kts) . This is typical oft he wind field in pre-storm
stage. Ximb us APT pict uress (orbit No. 178:1,
time 0545 Z) for 26th (Fig. 2) shows the cloud ing
associa ted with thi s d istu rbance. The Ion::; curved
cloud hand couti nuous over 11 length greater thun
a semi-circle , st.artinsr from loQN, 95°E and cu rvi ng
cyclonica lly upto i ON, 95°B, t hrough 12°N, 88Q E,
is indicat ive of th e commencement or the organise ­
tion of t he circulat ion.

The pronounced shift of the lower tropospheric
winds ever Port Blair from strong eas terlies to
strong southweste rlies between 27th and 28th
indicated th at t he disturbance moved to north of
Port, Hlair latitude. It was centred near 12' 5°N,
9O ' 5°~; 011 28th morning when it intensi fied into a
cyclonic st orm , Th e marked strengt heni ng uf
Akyab low-level winds tu ESE'ly, 25-35 k ts on
29th morning, as well as th e location of a vortex
near about 16°N. 91°B by the satellite led to the
conclusion th at the storm moved in a northnorth­
easte rly direct ion between 28th and 29th. During
t his period ano ther depression formed in the west
Central nay of Bengal with centre near about
13°N, 85°E un 28th morning. It also moved in

·Nnto-e-Letltude and longitude lines given on the APT pictures are these 88 gridded for operation al UBC












