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reports of success of these trials, commonly
descri bed for the sake of brevity as experi­
ments on 'rain-making' ur 'a rtificial ra in"
as have appeared from time: to time: in nC\\"S­
papers a nd other jour na ls, seem to have
led some peo ple to think that the day has a t
last come: \v·hen th e: long cherished dream
of mankind, ci:., <' ''e:at her to orde r' has
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I. Introd uct ion

No investigation in the field of meteoro­
log)' has ever attracted so much notice an d
evoked such keen interest of the general
public as the tri al exper iments which have
been mad e in some coun tr ies in recent yea rs
on the product ion of ra in from cloud s by
giv ing them an artific ia l stimulus. Brief

«The repo rts on rain-making by the seeding of clouds which have appeared in the press in recent years have
evoked much interest among the public in India. Eager en,\uirics are received from time to rime in che India
Meteorological Department regarding the feasibility of Aniftclal Rain-making in this country. This departmen t
hal followed the reports that appe2r in the press and has kept abreast of the developments on the" o:...:',...ct 31 dis­
cussed in the forei gn scientific journals. I had asked .Mr. A,K. Roy to review the position as it stands todt ,y .00
write an ankle in non-technical language for the purpose 1)( communicating this position to 3 wider public tn the
country. It is hoped that the above article: will fulfil this purpose, and that it will hd p all reade rs, technical and
non-technical, to see a balanced view of the problem of rain-mak ing, with specia l reference to meteo rological
conditions in India.

ABSTR~\CT. The article gives a hrief account , in oon-tcchnical languagc, of the present POSil i(,m of train­
making' and its applicability under cond it ions all normally preva il in India. After an introd uction to Bergeron's
theory of rain forma tion. which provides the main basis for the present day experiments ( >D rain-maki ng b)'
seeding 'cold' clouds with 'dry ice' or other suitable germs, [he essential meteorological conditions 85 arc requi red
to he satisfied for the success of such trials arc discussed briefly. An examination is then made, in som e detail, of
rhc Ch:U2CICriStic. of clouds and other meteorological features over India , u·irh rartkular reference to condi tions
in Madras area during the north east monsoon season and in nort hwes t Ind ia, during the southwest monsoon
months with a vic",' to linding out how far the method could he appiied in this cl' un lty to solve practical p roblems,
such as, scarcity of rainfall due to monsoon failures . The use of 'seeding agents' other rhan dry icc for puq::oses
of rain-making has been discussed. The possibiliey o f applying the rain-making technique to control the
weather associated with a cyclone b)' altering its track has been commented upon.

\'1I/hile, on the basis of informat ion as is availab le at present , it is fd t that the score of rain-making in India
from the practical point of view is likely to be strict ly limited, it is cons idered most desirable that further and mo re
intensive researches in the laboratory and extensive field experiments should he carried cur before a timl verdict is
given.


















