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Under th e RU8pieC'So of t he Centra! B" :H,1 of
Geophysics a symposi um on the nb 1\'(, ';111••

ject was held at th e Geo logical Su n 'I'Yof Illd ia
on ::!! April IV5l. The sym po..ium " ' 11 :- in­
au gurated hy the Hon'Lle Sri Pruku..a ,
:\lin ister for Xuturnl Resources &. Sciontific
R esearch , Gov ernment of Ind ia,

In a brief address opening the sy mposium,
the Hon' ble Sri P ra kasn said th at as Gun'r­
nor of Assam during th e l ri mouths ' 1 / ' IIIlJ't ~

of his office, he hatI d eveloped not Oldy a lik ­
ing: for that Statc" hut that Ill' had a l...u tu kvn
grea t fnscinn r.ion for t he beautifu l Abo r Hills.
Unfortunately those hills part icularly hud 1'111'­
fered more intensely t han an:· ot her plal'e
during t he cnlnmity that befell 0 11 August
[Ii , IV50 ani I this made h im e.s pt·('inlly sud ,
He felt that whi le t he seient,ifie eolh -ctiun of
dnt n a nd form ula t ion of t heor ies were "'''1.'1'111
and important, t he human aspect s of those
trag ic happenings sho uld ulso lw st udied.

A. N, Khosla, Chairman of the Cont r.r l
Boa rd of Geo physics. in h is p re-ideut ia l ild ~

d ress , hrierly 011 t lined th e fuuerion of t Ill' C"Il­
teal Bonrd of Geophysics mul stat f't l that in
addi tion to its normal bu siness meet ings, th t'
Board held teclm icnl meet ings a t wh ich
pap ers 0 11 geophysical .... ubj eots wr-ro JlI'l' se n ­
ted and d iscussed . The Boa rd luul rt·al i.st'd
th e desirabil ity of hringing t.ogt'tl H' r a ll fuc­
tuul information concerning nat urnl catus­
trophic phenomena such as ca rthqunke- .
cyclones , sto rm tides, fiomll', rlrdughh, l·te"
f(;r prdJllot ing a co-orllina t NI nhj ('ct iw' !'twly ,
Tho sym pos ium Oil the Assam Ea rthll' lake
of August 15, 19;)0, ha d heen conVl'll1'd iJl\'i ·
ting papers from gM)')g:i"t :" , geophy :"iei..t....,
enJ;inee rs nlHI oth('fS rt'pr{'selltin~ \'ari illS

(h' part ment !' o f GO\'l'rnnlt' nt an, l p J' i\'ntc
insti tution s whl) harl coll('c.f.cl l filetll a l infoI'·
ma.ti un on t he \'arhus aspect s of thil' ('a rt h­
quake.

lIe also stressed that ,,·hen compnTe" wit l,

,Japan _ t ":'.\ . 3Pl) som o «r her co un t ries, seis:
1I\1l'I)giC'ill work in Ind ia h <1 11 not so fur receiv­
eel sdcqunte a tt ention. India 113d alto get he r
only i si' i ~mologi ca l observatories, whereas
.lupun ha -l :!j a nd L~:-;A ove r ·t H. :\Iore par­
ticu la rly, it. was depluruble that in Ind ia
t l.ere was total lack of stud ies of t he st ron g
lI10t ions produced hy earthq uakes in th o bel t
whir-h TU ll :-O ukun the H imnlavus cx tendiuu
Ir.u n tlit' Pli njahin th e west t<~ Assam in th~
eus t , Eart hq ua kes, largc· nnd sma ll in that
br -lr 1 wert.' fai rly frequent. a nd it so happened
t hat that \"pry I't'gion had a grea t pot entia l
for river vnllry .lcvel.qmu-nt . J\ largo nu m­
l~ ' r II f hil.,dl clams were to he constructed and
the importatu-e of ~l'i~lllo lo~ i('a l st udios
had ll:'l'omf' ill. Ind ia a mntter of gl't\:lt. p ruc­
t icu! illl llf,rtall(,c und urgency. " ' ith t he
set I illg up of proposed svismolog icul oh s er­
va tories at Shillong and est a blishment of
IIth (-,1' l"l' l'-onlillg: st a t ions , there ...;ho lll.( soon
he enllt-r-l ion of import ant d ata nnrl thei r
iutotp n-tnt km to gain knowledgu cOIH'crnillg
tilt' vhu rnct crisrics of the eart hquake waves.

A!togl'l]lt' r 11 p<ljlf'rs were pr<'I'f'nt ed a t
t h« :-;.nnpo :-:inlll con 'ring va rious as pects.
The gl·;l l'll ."~i('n l nspocts. putting: furwu rd a
d i "l(, II ~sion {If se i:-:rnologira] data and their
IlParil1gon tiH· g('o l u~i(.'al p rol .}rlll s were dealt
with in the pap"rs hy S. K . Banerji, S. K.
Pnununik and H. .\1, .\111 kher jee, B,L, (Iul a tee,
rnul S. Rny.

The llatn ('oll('cl<·a hy clirr ('t gC'o logical
Ill..-wf\ 'a t ions lluring fif'ld st lHl ics, togc tllt' r
wit h a tli:-:C lIssillH on th e nature of t he tcc­
tOlli(' IIlIl \' l'lIle nt~, aw l the (.'hang('~ brou~ht

a1. lUt a~ a 1'l '''1I1t of th e ea rt h qua ke, were
(It'all with I,,· \ ' . H. Boileau, .\I. e . l'ull(lar,
:'. E. Chnr('];fiel,\ ami L. 1'. ~lathur .

The ('nginecring as p('c ts, i ,f'., specia lly
till' .la ta I'l·rtaining to the ('m.~cts of t he reo
l.{illll· of th(' rin'rs, damage to roaas, bridges.
:Juil,lings 81111 propert.)" werc (letai led in t.he
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