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L. Introduetion

In India where the people have had agri-
culture and the allied industries as their
primary occupations, there is a consider-
able store of weather lore covering a variety
of topics and themes of rural activity.
Our folk, particularly those in the country-
side, seem to have an abiding faith in the
sayings regarding coming weather or the
coming seasons; so that they are often
guided by these sayings in their agricul-
tural operations and other pursuits. It is
thus possible for them to incur consider-
able losses whenever a proverb or a saying
which was implicitly relied upon proves
erroneous, as unfortunately it often does.

In this country, many of the prevalent
weather lore are claimed in some quarters to
be the accumulated experience of the
past based on observations of the rele-
vant events. It is argued that a particular
saying would be applicable to conditions in
the region where the saying actually origin-
ated, and in recent years this subject has
been engaging considerable attention of
various sections of the public including
people in positions of authority. It was,
therefore, considered necessary in the
national interest to attempt to collect some
of the weather lore prevalent in India and
to submit them to critical examination and
objective tests. To fulfil this object the
India Meteorological Department felt in
1948 sufficient justification for appoint-
ing a committee and entrusting it with the
task of examining the Indian weather lore
with the meteorological data which have
been collected for about 75 years.

2. The Material

Steps were taken to approach the agri-
eultural authorities in the various states of

India to place their collections of folk-lore,
if any, at the disposal of the department
and a large amount of material was thus
collected. The Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research also contributed a large
number of folk-lore, To these were added
a number of items which appeared as
aphorisms in the Brikat Samhita by Varaha
Mihira. More than 5200 folk-lore were
thus listed. These were examined ecriti-
cally and 567 items were selected as being
of interest from the meteorological and
agricultural points of view and which could,
therefore, be considered to be worthy of
detailed scrutiny for testing their validity
or otherwise in the light of our present day
knowledge regarding the climatology of the
country and methods of weather forecasting.
The distribution of these 567 sayings accord-
ing to the various Indian languages (and
therefore regions) are shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Serial Noa, No. Language
1to 564 54 Gujarati
56 to G4 10 Kannada
65 to 91 27 Bengali
92 to 186 95 Tamil
187 to 200 23 Malayalam
210 to 219 10 Telugu
220 to 286 67 Hindi
287 to 338 52 Punjabi
339 to 542 204 From Brikat Samhita
(Sanskrit)
543 to 552 10 Oriya
553 to 561 9 Urdu (U. P.)
562 to 564 3 Marathi
565 to 567 3 Assamese

*Based on the Report of a Committee appointed by the India Meteorological Department for examining
some of the Indian folk-lore pertaining to weather and agriculture collected from various sources
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The above list, therefore,
very wide variety of foll-lor the dil

ferent languages nlia.r:‘l»u -.H W
various parts ol  India. Manv ol
seeniingly predict the weathe e Nt

Gt =01is T =i h
the RIRT ii
Gujerati

few days or months or
indications prevalent  at
exa.mph; we have the
which savs

E-}‘H\'I‘l‘ll

If in the month of Falgun it rains so ek
as o wash the Batard tree flowees: if there
s ]f_rj;n’Hng G the month af Brishald and
if it is too hot in the wonth of J yeshtha,
then there will be no end to raiis in the won-
SOON.

As another example may be quoted  the
Bengali sayving which may be rendeved os

January hot and April cold, corly floods
by this are told.

From Tamilnad we hiave the saying

If there is thundering i the ol of Awi
(June-July), there will be vo rein for lieo
monlhs.

To narrow down the study of thos follk-lore,
a further selection was made out of the above
567 sayings and 37 items were cliosen which
were \-\'114.1“‘\' of meteovologieal inmpart and
which were most readily amenshle to test
by available meteorological dita,

8. Method of exam nalion and results

For the purpose of examination 1t was
azsumed, perhaps justifinhly, that a parti-
cular saying should be taken to be appli-
cable to the region where it is prevalent
accordingly,  meteorological
stations representative of that region were
employed for testing the validity of the
particular item. Eech item iaken op for
examinafion was studied I
sinee it is often difliealt to oo th
sense of the sayvings at the verv fivst readin o,
Having agreed upon the corvcet Tmport saul
implications of the saving it was deeided

What m<'lt'(.}qiT£rLr:|'{l :]:EI.I_ ol i‘li] '.-.':*'r";

stations in the region, should bBe exomined
for testing that particulsr item, As it

found that the examination of each item

records  of

Foits import

Wils

would require considerable time and com-
putivg  dabour, i el availeble  meteoro

:‘_-:‘.1 were to he UIi”HNl r(lI‘ TE'HTiH}_'
. en attempt was made to reduce the
v limuting the exemination of netevro-
sica] obsorvations, but etill taking them
over o sufliciently long perlod, ot a chosen
rannber of  representative  stetions  only.
The exmmination of three typical cases by
this method is illustrated below—

Erample 1

One of the sayings prevelent in Orissa,
colleeted throngh  the Indian  Counet! of
Agriculiural Research, states—

Reain starting on a Saturday continues for
seven duys and on Tuesdays for three days
al o stretel. Stavt/ng on other days of the
weel, il seldom lasts beyond those days.

This weather lore consists of three separate
statements, viz.,

() Rain commencing on o
continues for seven days ;

Saturday

(h) Rain commencing on a Tnesday con-
tinues for three daye 5 and

{(¢) Rain commencing on any other day
seldom lasts beyond the day.

It iz found from the colleetion of the
weather lore that in some form or other this
saving is also current i Mysore, Madras,
Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and a few
other regions,

For checking this love, the period May to
Novenmber of each of the 10 years 1933 to
1942 was considered. The daotes of the
Saturdays and Tuesdays durirg the period
May to November for the ten vears 1933-42
were obtained.  From about 85 raingauge
stations reporting rainfall from Orissa 15
were seleeted at random.  All oceasions when
rainfall oecurred on a Saturday at  eny of
stations during Mav-Noveniber were
picked out for cach of the ten yveers.  Alro,
the rain contmucd for
G, T or 8 or more days (any raifall being
consiclered {or this purpose). The * Daily
Raomlall of India ™ volnmes are the source
Similarly,

+1
P =t

it owas recarded if

of the data regaiding rainfall,
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those oceasions where rainfall occurred on a
Tuesday at any of these 15 stations during
the period May to November were noted for
each of the ten years; and it was recorded
if the rain continued for 2, 3, 4 or more days.

TABLE 2

No. of oceasions when rain commanced on SATUR-

DAYS ani TUESDAYS at any of the 15 raingauge sta-

tions in Orissa during the period May-November of 10
years (1933-42)

Sa Tg: Be Bgg
£, 878 $eg E°.8
] e= - 5 S
Sy 2782z O 2788
z g SEFx 28 SEEF S
Station - - g 2 é 2 E s
e E= o= 7 C= g
sE, $52: 85 284
28 g == 28z ="4
5% w83 £33 w8,
528 9% .7 S33l
82 d&8837 o= s 24
SE3 wEEE Z“EL BEES
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Salepur 38 1 31 5
Korai 41 0 2 6
Rajkanika 39 0 39 7
Bhadrak 356 1 42 4
Soro 38 0 390 3
Balasore 41 0 46 4
Jellesore 53 0 48 8
Puri 42 2 46 10
Gop 44 | 36
Ambabhona 25 0 27 2
Russelkonda 42 0 40 3
R, Udayagiri 38 0 42 b
Mohana 45 2 44 6
Nawrangpur 28 27 1
Padwa 19 2 22 3

Table 2 above shows that the statements (a)
rain commencing on a Saturday continues for
seven days and (b) rain commencing on a
Tuesday continues for three days are not
substantiated even for one of the 15 rain-
gauge stations selected at random frem the
85 stations in Orissa. This shows that the
lore does not apply.

For a more rigorous test, the records for
all the 85 stations in Orissa were then con-
sidered. Those occasions when rain com-
menced (1) on a Saturday and continued for
6, 7 or 8 days, and (2) on a Tuesday and
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continued for 2, 3 or 4 days during May-
November were tabulated for the ten years
(a) year by year and (b) month by month.
The results are given in.Tables 3(a), 3(b),
4(a) and 4(b) below—

TABLE 3 (a)
No. of occasions when rain commerced on SATUR-

DAYS at any of the 85 raingauge stations in Orissa
durinz May-November of eaca of the years 1933-42

No. of
occasions
on which rain

No. of occasions out of
those in column (1) on

Year commenced on  which the rain continued
Saturdays for
G days 7 days 8 days

(1) (2) (3) (4)
1933 463 59 51 35
1934 297 23 15 9
1935 253 26 18 15
1936 276 30 33 26
1937 253 17 13 12
1938 3062 38 30 24
1939 357 24 21 13
1940 324 19 9 8
1941 331 35 30 16
1942 207 18 9 7

TABLE 8 (b)

No. of oceasions when rain commenced on SATUR-

DAYS at any of the 85 rainguae stations in Orissa

during ecach of the months May-November of the
years 1933-42

No. of No. of occasions out of
ocecasions those in colomn (1) on
on which rain  which the rain continued
Month commenced on for
Saturdays
6 days 7days 8 days
(1) @ ©®
May 421 8 6 3
June 587 43 28 22
July 570 04 74 b8
August 650 70 51 40
September 564 56 38 26
October 378 25 20 14
November 81 1 0 0
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TABLE 4 (a)

No. of oceasions when rain eommenced on TUES-
DAYS at any of the 85 raingauge stations in Orissa
during May-November of each of the years 1933-42

No. of No. of oceasions out of
oceasions those in column (1) on
on which rain which the rain continued
Year commenced on for
Tuesdays
2days 3days 4 days
(1) (2) (3) (4)
1933 446 247 162 77
1934 326 122 70 47
1935 279 92 i 52
1936 404 240 171 123
1937 302 90 45 27
1938 323 197 118 17
1939 363 167 100 68
1940 238 107 71 39
1941 313 104 92 63
1942 210 94 40 25
TABLE 4 (b)

No. of occasions when rain commenced on TUES-

DAYS at any of the 85 raingauge stations in Orissa

during each of the months May-November of the
years 1933-42

No. of No. of oceasions out of

occasions those in column (1) on
on which rain which the rain continued
Month  commenced on for
Tuesdays
2days 3days 4 days
(1) (2) (3) (4)
May 481 164 64 28
June 577 283 194 135
July 541 328 218 150
August 552 367 22 142
September 528 241 131 82
October 331 179 102 60
November 147 69 28 0

[

Tables 3(a) and 3(b) show that statement
(a) does not have much support. The
number of occasions when rain commenced
on a Saturday and continued for 7 davs is
quite low ; nor is this true in any particular
month of the rainy months as shown by
Table 3(b). )

Tables 4(a) and 4(b) show that statement
(b) is also not borne out (Percentage of the

number of occasions when the statement is
supported being in no case more than 35
per cent). Neither is this statement find-
ing more support in any month of the rainy
season as shown by Table 4(b).

For checking the third statement (c),
the data for the 15 stations of Table 2 were
tabulated picking out the occasions on
which rain started on days other than
Saturdays and Tuesdays and on which the
rain continued beyond those days. Table
5 below gives the result.

TABLE 5
Number of occasions when rain commencing on days

other than a SATURDAY or a TUESDAY continued
beyond that day in the period May-November
1933-42

No. of oceasions
out of those
in column (1)
on which the

No. of oceasions
on which rain
commenced on
days other than a

Station Saturday or a rain continued
Tuesday beyond the day of
commencement

(1) (2)

Salepur 205 92
Korai 181 89
Rajkanika 220 131
Bhadrak 204 126
Soro 188 106
Balasore 238 139
Jellesore 234 133
Puri 224 133
Gop 221 123
Ambabhona 162 114
Russelkonda 230 144
R. Udayagiri 212 116
Mohana 249 148
Nawrangpur 202 120
Padwa 191 120
Total 3161 1834

Tt is seen from the above that, taking all
the stations, on about 59 per cent of those
occasions when rain started on a day other
than o Saturday or Tuesday, the rain con-
tinued beyond the day. Thus part (¢} of
the lore is not supported.
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Example 2

Scorching heat in June indicates
rains
is a saying prevalent in the Uttar
Pradesh. This also was obtained from a
collection sent by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research.

heavy

For checking this lore a month was taken
to be scorchingly hot if the mean daily
maximum temperature for the month ex-
ceeded the normal by 3°F or more. The
heavy rains referred to in the folk-lore were
taken to be that which occurred in the
period July-August.

Mean daily maximum temperature during
June for 30 years (1917-46) was obtained for
the four stations Agra and Bareilly (in west
Uttar Pradesh) and Allahabad and Gorakh-
pur (in east Uttar Pradesh) from the
Monthly Weather Reports. The normals
and the departures of mean daily maximum
temperature during June were worked out
for the 4 stations. Those years when this
departure for at least one of the observatories
was 3°F or more were picked out. They are
1919, 1920, 1921, 1923, 1924, 1926, 1927,
1931, 1932, 1935, 1937, 1940, 1942 and 1945.
For these years, the rainfall and its de-
parture from normal during July-August in
east Uttar Pradesh and west Uttar Pradesh
were obtained separately.

Taking the average of the Allehabad and
Gorakhpur temperatures as representative
of east Uttar Pradesh as a whole, we find
that on 8 of the 30 years the mean daily
maximum temperature during June was
in excess of the normal by 3°F or more and
on 4 of these 8 occasions there was a posi-
tive departure from normal of rainfall during
July-August in east Uttar Pradesh, while
there were 4 occasions with negative de-
parture of rainfall. On none of the 4 oc-
casions was the rainfall departure more
than 42:9”, or 12 per cent above normal.

Taking the average of Agra and Bareilly
temperatures as representative of west
Uttar Pradesh as a whole, it was found that
in this case also on 8 of the 30 years the
mean daily maximum temperature during
June was in excess of the normal by 3°F
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or more and on 6 of these 8 occasions there
was & positive departure from normal during
July-August in west Uttar Pradesh, while
there were two occasions with negative
departures of rainfall. On 5 of the 6 occa-
sions the rainfall departure was not more
than +2-6", or 11 per cent above normal,
and only on one occasion the departure was
-4-10-77", or 40 per cent above normal—
which may be considered to be a truly heavy
rainfall.

From an examination of 30 years’ data
it can only be said in & general way that
when the mean daily maximum tempera-
ture during June is in excess of the normal by
about 3°F, the rainfall during the succed-
ing July-August period is likely to be slight-
ly in excess of the normal rainfall in both
east and west Uttaer Pradesh. However, it
cannot be said from the data examined that
the greater the positive departure of the
June mean daily maximum temperature the
heavier the July-August rainfall.

To see if the examination of a longer series
of years changes the conclusion in any
way, this saying was further examined with
data of 51 years (1895-1945).

Tt was found that on 13 of the 51 years
the June mean daily maximum tempera-
ture of east Uttar Pradesh was higher than

normal by 3°F or more and of these 13
years only on 4 occasions there were posi-
tive departures of July-August east Uttar
Pradesh rainfall. While on 14 of the b1
years the June mean daily maximum tem-
perature of west Uttar Pradesh wes higher
than normeal by 3°F or more, and of these
14 years on 9 occasions there were positive
departures of subsequent July-August rain-
fall m west Utter Predesh. The conclu-
sion, therefore, is that even with the extended
data for over 50 years the folk-lore isnot
supported to any extent so far as east Uttar
Pradesh is considered, but it does find
some support for west Uttar Pradesh.

In west Uttar Pradesh there are more
chances of hot Junes (with departures of mean
daily maximum during June greater
than normal by 3°F or more) being followed
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by positive departures cf rainfall during July-
August, and to this extent the fulk-lore
finds support in west Uttar Pradesh. How-
ever, it cennot be said 1l e Iwnh 1 the June
in west Uttar Pradesh the is the
Julv-August rainfall.

Il wh .I I

Erample 3

If Paush (mid-December to noid-January)
is awarm  and  Baishalh (mid-April to mid-
May) is cool, all the ditches will be filled wp
wn the beginwing  of Ashadha (by the thivd
week of June)

is a proverb current in Bengal.

The m teorological data  recorded  at
Caleutta (Presidency Division), Burdwan,
Midnapore (Burdwan Division), Narayvan-
ganj, Mymensingh (Dacea Division), Dinaj-
pur, Jalpaiguri  (Raejshahi  Division) and
Chittagong (Chittagong Division) were uti-
lised for checking this folk- lore. The daily
maximum and minimum temperatures re-
corded between mid-December and  mid-
January (Paush) during the period ol 30

years (1911-12 to 1940-41) were copied.
From this data the mean maximum end
mean minimum  temperatures  of - Pawsh

were worked out for cach year and the nor-
mals for Paush were also obtained from
these 30 years’ data. Those of the vewrs
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whose  Paush mirimum temperature ex-
ceceded the normal by 19F (and the cor-
responding maximum wes either equal to or
also above the normal) were selected,  These
were the vears when Pawsh was warm.,

Similarly the deilv meximum and mini-
mum temperatures between the subsequent
mid-April and mid-Mey (Baishakl) during
the period of 30 years were also copied and
normals ealeuleted.  From the scrutiny of
the Baishalh deta for those years having
warm Paush, the vears whose Paush was warm
and the Baishakl cool were selected.  The
criterion for cool Baishall is that the maxi-
nwm must be below normal by 1°F or more
(and the correspending mimimum must be
cqual to or also below the normal).  For the
vears selected as above, the rainfall at the
xmtmna during the period from 1 January

June mul the period from 1 June to
]nm- was obtained.  Further, June rain-
[all at the corresponding division was worked
out from the Provincial Rainfall Data
(district-wise). The abstrect data are given
in Table 6. The table shows that the number
of years having o warm  Paush and cool
Buishalh are not many.  Only one obser-
vatory experienced 3 such years, two stations
had 2 such years and three of them only 1
such vear and there was no such combi-
nation in two stations.

:2 I

TABLE 6

No. of years
when rainfall
from 1

No. of years
when rain-

No. of years
when June

Station Division No, of vears January fall from 1 rainfall of
with  warm to 21 June to 21 June  division was
Paush and WAs CXCOSS Wwas CXCess excess of
cool Baishalh of normal of normal normal
Calentta Presidency 1
Burdwan Burdwan 0
Midnapore Do. 2
Dinajpur Rajshahi 1
Jalpaiguri Do, 0
Nuarayanganj Dacea 3
Mymensingh Do, 1

(Chittagong

Chittagong
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The statement all the ditches will be filled
up by the third week of Junz is somewhat
ambiguous. It may be judged by the rain-
fall during the first three weeks of June or
the annual rainfall up to the 21 June
(practically the period beginning after the
Paush). The former mey indicate early
onset of monsoon.

From the final analysis the total number
of years when there were wurm Paush end
cool Baishakh, according to the above crite-
ria, is ten, taking all the stations together.
In all those ccoes except one the rainfall for
both the periods, viz., the three weeks of
June and the period from 1 January to 21
June was below normal. Even in that one
solitary case only the latter period had ex-
cess rainfall and the former one had rain-
fall below normal. Even considering the
rainfall of the division of Bengal in which
the observatory is situated does not im-
prove the case.

From the data examined the folk-lore
does not find any support. However, it
must be mentioned that the number of pos-
sible cases available are too few to warrant
any categerical judgement against the folk-
lore.

4, Other types of weat.er lore

Besides the sayings of wholly meteorolo-
gical import the weather lore contains sayings
of various other types also. One type com-
prises of sayings which refer to certain plane-
tary phenomena as indicating consequences
which are expected to follow ; an instance of
this kind is—

If in the rains the sun is not seen on the
horizon at the time of setting on Friday and
Saturday, it is sure to rain before the
following Sunday night is over.

Tn another type, the occurrence of a certain
day of the week on & particular date of the
month is said to indicate the future weather ;
for example—

If there is Sunday on the 10th of the month of
Jyeshtha, there will be no rain and scvere
Jamine.
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In & third cutegory are those proverls in
which certain astronomical situations indi-
cate the future weather ; sveh as-—

If after the full moon in the month of Ashadha
the rain God pours down rain on the 4th day
of the dark half at the asterism of Purvash-
adha, the rainy season will prove benficial,
olherwise not,

Then there are sayirgs claiming to foretell
future weathcr from the behaviour of insects,
birds, etc ; for example—

If in the rainy season the crow caws silting on
a milky tree, the Arjun, the Vanjula, on
the banks of vivers or on sand dunes, there will
be good rain, ete, ele

is & saving in this category. In the entire
collection one also comes across some sayings
which are truisms and need no verification ;
for example—

The cold is not determined by the month of
Pausha or Magha as by the aiv mass.

And finally, there are some sayings which it
is not possible to verify for want of adequate
records of the required observations (or for
other reasons) ; for instance—

A rainbow in the east foretells rain enough to
breach the tank

is a saying of this kind.

The 567 folk-lore which were selected out of
over five thousand total collections contained
various items which, when classified, were
listed in one or the other of the above cate-
gories, besides the sayings of wholly meteoro-
logical import illustrated in the three tested
cases described before. A random selection
was made from each of the above types, re-
presenting about 8 per cent of the 567 sayings.
In this random selection of 48 items a repre-
sentation of sayings in the different languages
was also secured. The 48 items were also
subjected to tests according to the methods
illustrated in Examples 1 to 3 in Section 3.
The examination of two typical cases out of
these 48 items is illustrated below,
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Ezample 4

If there is Sunday on the 10th day of the
month of Jyeshtha, there will be wo rain
and severe famine.

This sayingis current in Gujarat and, for
verifying it, the annual rainfall for Gujarat as
a whole, and also for five selected stations n
it (viz., Bhuj, Rajkot, Deesa, Surat  and
Ahmedabad) were examined. There were
only ten years between 1890 and 1950, viz.,
1892, 1895, 1899, 1916, 1919, 1926, 1929, 1939,
1943 and 1946, in which the 10th of Jyeshtha
was Sunday. The rainfall data were taken
from the Annual Summary volumes.

Tt has been assumed that any year to be a
year of famiie should be a year in which the
rainfall was at least well below normal. The
timeliness or untimeliness of rains has not
been taken into consideration.

The number of years with m-gmiw depar-
tures of annual rainfall or ‘famine’ years for
wach of the five stations as well as for the
whole of Gujarat is given below.

TABLE 7

No. of famine years out
of the 10 years in which
the 10th of Jyeshtha was

Station
' , on Sunday

Bhuj
Rajkot
Deesa
Surat
Ahmedabad

W!ﬁ&#ua

!
L

Gujarat

From the aboveit is elear that =!1o data do
not lend much support to the saying.

Example 5

1. If there are torrential rains on the 9th day
of the full moon quarter in the month of

Ashadha (mid-June to mid-July), there
will be drought.

2. If there is scanty rainfall in Ashadha,
fish will be plenty.

3. If there are drizzling rains now and then,
crops are benefitted.

These aphorisms are prevalent in Bengal
and with the available data, it is possible to
test only the first part, while the third part
is purely a statement which hardly requires
verification. Six stations as representative
of Bengal, viz., Bogra, Burdwan, Chittagong,
Nerayanganj, Jalpaiguri and Calcutta were
selected for verifying.

Dates in the Christian calendar corres-
ponding to the ninth day of the full moon
quarter in the month of Ashadha for each
vear between 1920 end 1940 were determined.
The rainfall recorded at the six stations en
those days during 1920-1940 as well as the
annual departures were used 2s obtained from
the Daily Rainfall volumes.

As the month of Ashadha comes off during
the southwest monsoon period, torrential
rainfall on some days in that month in some
parts of Bengal can be expected. Fer the
purpose of this investigation rainfall of 2
inches or more in 24 hours has been taken to
be ‘torrential’  and positive departures of
annual rainfall to mean absence of drought
in those years,

Column 2 of Table 8 gives the number of
years when torrential rain was recorded on
the ninth day of the full moon quarter in the
month of Ashedha during 1920-40. Column
3 gives the number of years when the annual
rainfall was not only above normal but had
also ‘torrential’ rain recorded on the ninth
of  Ashadha,

TABLE 8

No. of years
when torrential
rain was re-
corded on the
Oth day of the
full moon
quarter in the
month of dshadha

No. of years out
of those in
column (2) in
which there was
positive rainfall
departure

Station

(N

Julpaiguri
Bogra
Burdwan
Narayanganj
Chittagong
Caleutta
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Figures in column 3 conclusively disprove
the saying.

5. General Conclusion

It is seen that out of the 37 selected items of
weather lore of purely meteorological content
24 are found to be not valid at all, 4 are not
“proven”, 1 is not verifiable, 6 are supported
only partially and only 2 could be judged as
supported by the available data. Of the 48
items selected at random, the tests showed
that 17 were not verifiable, 16 were not
supported, 6 not “proven”, 3 were obvious
facts, 4 partly supported and only 2 could
be regarded as generally supported. Thus in
all only 4 savings out of 85 could be regarded
as having general support. The general and
indiscriminate belief ip the value and depen-
dability of these weather lore for planning or
guiding agricultural and allied activities
which are affected by weather is, therefore,
hardly justified. While it may be of acade-
mic interest to verify each one of the wvast
store of folk-lore, the preliminary examina-
tion reported by the Committee did not lend
encouragement to further efforts to prove or
disprove every one of the large number cf
items collected.

Since the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury some amount of attention has been paid
to the testing of weather lore and attempts
have been made to find if some scientific
basis exists, particularly for such of the items
as appear to he feirly cogent at first sight.
The type of lore that would be so tried are
naturally those in which weather is attempted
to be foreshadowed from preceding metecoro-
logical factors. We may particularly refer
to some of the attempts in Germany. For
example, on an examination of the folk-rhyme
that

Numerous March fogs bring frequent thunder
100 days later

it was found that there was no statisticel
support for it (Hesse 1949). Similarly, the

proverb regarding the “Old Wives’ Summer”
when subjected to a test showed that the
occurrence of a period of warm sunny days
and cool clear nights in autumn in Potsdam
in the period 1896-1945 had no relation to
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the character of the preceding summer
(Hausmann 1949). On the other hand, a
high correlation was found between the
temperature (at Utretch) during the first ten
days of October and the temperature of the
following winter, giving some possible besis
to the old saying about

Winter and the Roman Snail

viz., that the depth of the snail on the first
of October gives an indication of the severity
of the coming winter (Visser 1950). We
thus see that while there are plenty of weather
lore, current from long hefore the deys of
synoptic meteorology or systematic climato-
logy, which appear to give useful knowledge,
there isno denying the fact that a great deal
of the lore which has come down to us through
the ages does not bear any objective scrutiny
with regard to facts.

A few observations may not be out of place
here regarding the weather lore in which the
coming weather is supposed to be indicated
by factors unrelated to meteorological ob-
servations, such as by astronomical or extra-
terrestrial influences, or by the control
exercised by some “key days” or by changes
in the faune and flora. No one knows who
had the doubtful honour of being the first to
suggest that our weather is greatly influenced
by the planets, but from that distant day to
the present his followers have been many and
numerous. The weather fallacy that the moon
to some extent controls our westher has
perhaps an equally numerous and confident
a following. It seems quite probable that
thiz idea was fostered into a belief by the fuct
that both the moon and the weather are al-
ways changing, and it was, therefore, thought
that their changes are relatable. The idea of
key or control days, 4.e., the belief that the
weather of a given day is a sure sign of what
the weather is tc be for weeks or months to
come, or on some other particular dey to
come, was formerly unquestioningly accepted.
And finally, the type of sayings concerned
with the omens derivable from the observed
behaviour of animals, birds, insects, plants
and other forms of life, is sometimes widely
and confidently trusted by village fclk. No
doubt it is pleasant to think that somehow
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every living thing which is to be protected
against disasters is pre-warned of the dangers
of whatever nature. While this tvpe of lore
still awaits proper testing, it is to be realised
that there is a high degree of probability that
the present conditions of animal, bird, insect,
plants or flowers, are the results of past cir-
cumstances and not in the least dependent
on those yet to come. Thus it may be only
folly to look to either plant or animal for any
foreknowledge whatever of a coming season.

One can do no better than to refer to part 2
of the book “Raiu Making and other Weather
Vagaries” by W. J. Humphreys, for a very
readable discussion on the attempts at scienti-
fically eaplaining some of these tyres of
weather lore. The conclusions arrived at
by this author will hear quoting, viz., that
“Many still believe in these sayings, or, at
least, half believe them, for they cannot, or
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will not, shake off the fetters of superstition
and illogic forged in the nursery and flaunted
through vouth” It is true that many of
the savings in the weather lore have their
chief appeal to antiguarians, and some of
them are worth the attention of any one who
finds intevest in the workings of the human
mind. But who will doubt that it 1s easier to
develop a blind faith than to acquire sure
knowledge regarding these aphorisms  sancti-
fied through antiquity ?
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