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I . Introduetlon

] n I ndia when ' the people have had agri
cult ure and the allied industri es as their
primary occupations, there is a con•sider
able sto re of weather lore cove ring a variety
of topics and themes of ru ral activity.
Our folk , pa rticularly those in the count ry
side, seem to have an abiding faith in the
say ings regarding coming weather or the
com ing sensons ; so that they arc often
guided by these say ings in th eir agricul
t ural operations and other pu rsui t s, It is
thus possible for them to incur consider
abl e losses whenever a proverb or a saying
which was impli citly relied upon prov es
erroneous, UK unforl unately it oft en docs.

In this country, many of the prevalent
weather lore arc claimed ill some quarters to
be the accumulated experience of the
pafit b3RCd un observntions of the relo
vnnt events , It is argued that a particular
saying would he a pplicable to cond itions in
the region where the Haying actuall y origin
ated, and in recent years this subject has
been cngaf!ing considera ble attent ion of
various sect ions of the public including
people in positions of authority. It was,
th erefore, cons idered necessary in the
na tional interest to attempt to collect some
of the weather lore prevalent in Ind ia am!
to submi t them tu critica l examination and
obj ecti ve tests. To fulfil this object the
India Meteorological Depa rtment felt in
1918 sufficient just ification fur appoi nt.
ing " committee amI ent rusting it with the
task of examining the Indian weat her lore
with the meteorological data which ha ve
been collected for about i5 years,

2. Toe Material

Step. were taken to approach the ugri
cult ura l authoriti es in the various states of

India to place tbeir collections of folk-lore,
if any, at the disposal of th e department
awl a large amount of mater ial was thus
collected , The Indian Council of Agri
cultural Research also contributed a larg e
number of folk-lore. To tbese were added
a number of items which appeared as
aphorisms in th e Brihat Somhita by Varaha
~Iihinl . )lore than 5200 folk-lore were
tim. listed. These were examined criti
cally and 56i items were selected as being
of interest from the meteorological and
agricultural points of view and which could,
therefore, be conaidered to be worthy of
deta iled scrutiny for testing their validity
or otherwise in th e light of our present day
knowledge regard ing th e climatology of the
country and methods of weath er forecasting.
The distribution of these 567 sayings accord
ing to the various Ind ian languages (and
therefore regions) ar e shown in Table I.

TABLE f

Seria l Xos, No. Language

I to U4 U4 Gujarati

55 to 61 10 Kannede

65 to DI 27 Bengali

92 to HlG 05 Tamil

187 to 200 23 Malayalam

2 10 to 2 19 10 Telugu

220 to 286 67 Hindi

287 to 3.1-'1 52 Punjabi

339 to ."i4:! 204 From IJri1lal Sam1lila
(Sanskrit)

543 to ~2 10 OMra

653 to 561 9 Urdn (U. P.)
562 to 564- 3 Marathi
66.j to S6; 3 Ammmf'Sa
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