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2. Ralnlall 01 RaJaslhaa

Raj asthan has an area of 131,000 sq. miles.
The average ann ual rai nfall of Rajasthan
based on all available data for the period up
to 1910 is 21 inches. East Rajasthan has an
averag e of 27 inches and west Raj asthan of
11 inches. 94 per cent of the annual rainfall
of cast Rajasthan and 90 per cent of wcst
Rajasthan are received dnring th e months

1. Introduction

I n the Symp osium on 'The Rajputana
Desert' held in 1952 WIder the auspi ces of
the National Inst it ute of Sciences of India,
considerable at tent ion was devoted to a dis
cussion of the rai nfall of Rajputana, Several
references were made to trends in rainfall and
comparison of normals of different periods,
In view of the different views exp ressed, it
was considered desirable to make a more
oritiea l examination of the ruinfall of the area
from the point of view of trends etc. The data
considered in the paper for individual sta
tion s are for the uniform perioc1190l to 1950.
This has been done specially to see, if the
analysis of data of uniform periods brings
out features of interest. The data of a few
stations with long term records have also
been examined. Besides th e data ofindividnal
stations, a comparison of district averages
and of the sub-d ivisions, east and west
Rajasthan for different periods has also been
made.
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June to Septemb er. July and August are the
rai niest months and receive nearly the same
amount of rai nfall (about 35 per cent of the
annual total) . The winter rainfall is very
small.

Tabl e 1 gives th e monsoon rainfall de
partures of enst and west Rajasthan for th e
yea rs 1875 to 1955. Tabl e 2 gives the average
annnal rai nfall of 198 raingauge sta t ions of
Rajasthan grouped und er districts. The
avemges arc based on available data for the
period 1901 to 1950. This tahle includes
standard deviation, coefficient of variabili ty,
extremes of rainfall, differences between 1920
and 1940 normals and differences between
1901 to 1950 averages and 1901 to 1930 ~nd

1901 to 1940 averages wherever sufficient
data are availabl e. The last column of tbe
tabl e gives the difference between 1940 and
1920 normals based on all available data,
i.e., norma ls which have been computed
using all the ava ilable length of data for each
station.

Fig. 1 shows the ann ual rainfa ll distri
bu tion of Ra jasthan and Fig. 2 the coeffi
cient of variability. Rainfall varies from less
than 5 inches in a small area to the west of
J aisalmcr to more tha n 30 inches in th e area
to the east of a line joining Dungarpur and
Sapotm. Only four stations have an average
of over 40 inches. These are Manohar Thana
(Jhalawar distri ct) 44 ·4 inches, Kush algarh








































