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Growth of Meteorological Service in India with the
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t. Introduction see why the gro wth of nn efficient met coro-
Ingienl service is so largd y de l enden r 011 thoThe flirt that lurge-seale weather patterns
devel opment of eOllllllllll icntion fncilitie»t ra vel from place to place, form s th e basis of I
loth fo r ('oll('(.'t.ioll of olJsf>fvationa l data andthe successful application of th e art uud

di ssemination of wea ther fOT('('USt8 a nd warn­science of wenther forecasting in aid of man -
ings. Despite the imporra nce to huma nkind. ..\ pre-monsoon or n post-monsoon I'

. I . I f l ' e('onoJllY, we l an,' and warfare, little progresscyclone assocmtcc Wit I a core 0 iurrtcnne 1 "
winds HIlII mounta inous seas, today over th e couk he made III weather forel'asting until

. 1 I f th e tle\'dopl!l£'ll t of tdt',!{flll,hic network inmid-Hnv of Bf'ngnl in the nerg rbourhoor 0

the An;.Inmanl" several hundred miles awuv India during: t he lut.ter half of th e 19th cen-
from the India n coast , may st rike any part tury.
of th e roast in tw o or three <lars' time nml In the following paragraphs) I hnvo endca­
cause heav y losss in life and ex tensive damage voured to give a brief I,istory of th e l~owth
to property 0\'('1' a ll area covering thousands of IlIct t'u w lngit'al service in India with th e
of ::-.qunrc miles. An eastern monsoon dep res- progre ai ve den~lop lJlen t in communication
sion which is at t he head of the Bay of Bengal facilit ies.
toduy may cause heavy min and disast rou s 2, Early history of the establishme nt or Meteorologica l
flood s over the Xerbadu and Tapti vall ey in Depart ment In India

a few days ns th e deprce..ion travels west - Pri or tn. 18G!i, Ir~din had no org.wj sad
wun ls. Similarly, a western disturban ce IIlr tl'uro]nf!wal servico. Alth oul1h a fow
in the wint er, located toduv over th e eas t nd minist ruti vo nnd medical otti('~~s sprinkled
~Ieditcrrnn('an Sen, IIll1y ('~t{'r India a fter about t he country tri ed to collect met eoro­
two or three days' travel over th e highlands logical ob.servut ions in th e ea rliest dnvs of
of Persia and Afghani.:stan, and cause snowfall Brit ish interest in India , th e cld observn.
over the western Himalayas and light to rio ns were of little va lue as th e instrument:;;
moderate precipitation over th e I ndo- with which observa t ions were taken were not
Gangetic plain. It is, therefore, not difficult to ",t-.a mla rdiletl and th e oh~('rvcrs net properly

• I;oIsued nn tb o o:>c-,\",inn ,of Telegr aph Cl'nto~l ,u,\' Cd ~ " r:l.t i"n~ in a pprec ia tio n of th o UlQs :: ~aJ~LI~
eo-ope ra tum ext ended by th o I. &: T , Departmen t 1U t be lItJ\'d op rncllt of the .Uutoorulcgica.l Or;;anisa tion
during the laet IOU years •
























