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High maximum temperatures on the north Konkan coast
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i. Introduction

A st udy of spells of hot wen her durins
su nunr-r ove-r 11.(' r -it v nf Bombav (Colalla)
fur the ppr:tJ,lIRi~ ':'I!)!):j ha." 11~;· .1 rop'Htt'Jtl
by l'\atamjan (In;;r,). TI", prese nt study carri­
(>(1out Mum't imp hl.forf' t lit' MUttYreported by
Xata ra jan rt·ll\t('~ tn th o occurrence Hf hot
flpf'II K0\'('" th, · nurt 11 K o.iknn eoa:'>t r4'pn'­
sentod lIy r:nlaIJa . .\Iillag and Rat nn.!!;ri
(Jurin.!! t lu- !In - Illoll .o l lll no; well 3:' rho pn'll
monsoon Ilt'r ioll,

In th e north 1\«ulcnn co;tst th~ maxi­
IIlUlIl t 1'J1lJ' I' l'atli 1'1 ' s I'xh ih't. , 'II'{) l/{'(1.h~.

line hefore tlH' onw-t. o f tlu- ro ut hwe-t mun ­
I'= OOH und t hc ot lu-rufu-r til " r-nd of thl ! IIlOIl ­

soon, 'l'he d('fI,rill!.!; of the ",ki f'l{ after t he'
eessa t ion or t.lu: ra il-Iii ll'alL'i to a r .sc of dnv
tcmperatun-, which Ilt',!!ins to fall again onl)"
with th e ul ll'rl 18ch of tho winter. The secmul
maxi mu m ufter t h... monsoon l)('('un; in
Odnhf· r~Xo,·e ·mhl· r both in the mean duilv
ns well us in the 11H'f\n monthly mnximu.u
te mperature, It in interesting. 'howl·\"t·r. to
nn I,} that the principal pre-mOIL'iOOn maxi ­
mum of tilt' moan monthly maximum tern­
perature aa well 8 t he hi~hes.t. tempera ure of
the Vl'ar arc both reconled usuallv in :\{arcl.
anrt" "ot i,. Jlay. .

In marked contra ...t tn this the annual
marrh of th,. maximuill trmperahlre along
the north 00",1,,1 Audltra PT:lrlesh ",d,ihil.,
only a ,ti "1',. p.·ak in )rtLr-.Tun~, hoth in t1tr
menn flail)" Ilun:imt.m tt>mperatul'f" a" we-II n~
in tlu' 1llP:1.l1lI1nnthly Ilmximu1Il tt·lllllf'ratllrt· .
Tho highc.lit maximum t..rnpcraturc of thf>
year i~ nl..: n rj'Col'l l~1 in M:,,· or .TUIl I", T hi",
Is a re"ult of thr. dry hot' we..t ...rly wincls

which hl.. w across t lu" no rth of the Pen insula
in th ;~ sea,...-on. Tho continuation of rai ns in
Od nlH'r-Xo\"('mlter (t he retreating mon soon
rain.ot). pn-ventn any rise of temperat ure a ftr.r
t ill' 4'lul (If the sout hwest II\OIlr-fHlII pWlwr.

2. Data

Tuhlr- 1 qi\"('l'! th e maximum remperuturc
lla ta fur tin' t wn cua.,.,1s, :\{ean of th e three ob­
"ervl\tur;.·x, Folabn. Aliha,:! aIH} Hntnll,t!iri
gi" f'li t lip dnta for the north K onknn
C(); L.~ 1 while the mvan of the four nbserva­
tn rics, Gopulpur, Ca.Jingapnt,nu.m, Viimgn­
putnam lLlHI Coeansdn giyen th f> clat a fur th e
nor th CO ;Il..tnl Andhra Prudesh. I n ord erto
exumine further th e nnouinlv of Ow earlier
oc currence of the maximum value of menu
mont hly ma ximum n-mporuture, frequency
vulu es giving th e months in which tho higlH:'lit
maximum tempt-rut ure of each yt'ar WI' '''

recorded at the three north Konksn stnt ions,
Colaha, Alibag aIHI Ratnagiri were p repared
ami are given in Tallie 2. It willbeseen that
maximum temperatures exceeding 99°F hnv e
occurred at all the stations 11I0St.l\" in :\la reh
anti 'mnl·t illw; in April or even inFebruary.

,\ tabulation uf the maximu m tempera­
tUTeS recorded .,,,,It .Iay in the ten year
period, Jn30-1n3n. at the 3 observatories
Zi\"(,K tlip following Irr-quencies fl f OCCUTf("nr('

for th" l~ mOlllh< (Tahle 3).

It will h., N'n thllt. at all the ~tat:on:ol. maxi­
IDl ll n tt>mperatun's excN'(lin~ 99°F lul.\'{'
occurl'f'll Huly in :'tf i\r{~h. Trmpt' ra tufi''i of
!l;l~ to ~OF are muff' frequent in :\fBrrlt
I,h,," in April or )fayat Boml,ay al\" Rat­
nagiTi while at Alih.'lg , )rBN'h and April
















