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A statistical study of frequency of depressions/cyclones
in the Bay of Bengal
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1. Introduction

There is a gencrul impression that tho total
numb er of anuual depressions and cyc lones
in tho nay of Bengal iii decreasing in recent
yeal'll. This aspect of the subj ect, does not
appear to have been studied so far. It was,
there fore, felt t hat it would be of interest to
make a detailed stat ist ica l st udy of the
freqncncy of depressions and cyclones in the
Day of Bengal in different yeal'll.

Tho data utilised for study in tho paper
were compiled by tho Investigat ion and
Dovelopment Section of the Office of tho
Deputy Director Genera l of Observatories
(Forecasting) and include all depressions for
which tracks could be shown.

2. Frequency distribution of depressions/cyclones Inthe
Bay of Bengal

~. J. Table 1 gives the monthly and
annual number of deprcssionsjcycloues in
the Bay of Bengal fur each of the years 18!)()
to 1955. For tbo purpo,", of the total numbe r
in each year, no distinction is mndo between
a depression and a cyclone. Tables 2 to ;)
sunuuariso these data in tho form of mon-

thlv, untilia! and seasonal froquoncy tahlrs.
Fu~ each of the months, mean. extremes,
med ian and d ispersion values have bern
worked onto ..-\11"0, the moan number of de­
pressicne in each month as percentage of tho
annual has boon included. Tables 3, 1 and r,
contain frequency d istributioi -s for each of
the six decades and for tho periods-Annual,
J nne-September () Iont!OOn) and October­
November respectively. As in Table S, moans,
extremes, and dispersion values are includ­
ed , Wo shall briefly refer to tho main features
of theso interestin g tables. Fig. I shows the
annual numher of depressions and also the
number in the monsoon season.

2·:! . Tho average number of depressions
in a year is l~'G, the two months August
and September eontr ihut ing tho maximum of
4 ,3, i.e., a third of th e total. September has
the highest averageof2' 2 with ~'l in August.
Tho four monsoon months, J une to September
together account.for ;;7 per cent cnlj- oftbo
total uml October til December :I~ per cent of
the annual. Tho least contribution is 2 per
cent from the month, J annary to )larch,




































