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Incidence of fog and low stratus clouds over
Begumpet airport during winter months
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L The incidence of fug and low stratus
clouds a t some of the l1~'ro(lr(lIIws hus bee-r
disc us,...(>(1 1Iy various workers (Sreenivasaiah
19H, EI~worth 194;', George 19·18,
Chakravorrty 19·18, Hall~amjan 19:;2 a nd
&'0;1\1 ] 952), ~ \. simi lar I'\huly of occurrenr-'
of fog at Beunmpet airfi,·ld 11l1.... ' I~Nl 1II1df'r
ta ken hy the author.

2. }1~ig. I shows the topogmphj- around the
airport, The special fea ture ill a huge lak.'
(IlII , sain S" I/"r) to Ihe sout hsoutheast of th e
airport. Th e general «rography ill the vicinity
of the airport is n wmtl e rise from sout heast
to nor thwest exce p t.for a row of hil ls righ t. to
the southsouthwest.of t he airport . E xporien
ce has shown that 011 many occasions low
stra t us has been observed t-o t he southeast
of the airfi eld nppronchiuJ,t t he station.

It is probable that low stratus first form'
ov er the lake awl then d rifts to wards till'
airfi eld ali fog,

:I. Tab le 1 gives t he number of <lays of
fog occurring in d ifferent winte r months of
th e years 19;'0-1 9;'6. It will he ROCIl that the
maxi mum number of fog days occurred in
J anllln y. with December corning next.

4. Table 2 l,-iws (a) the total number of
days of low stratus clouds either ill associa
tion with fog or occurring independently.
and (b) the number of days of low stratus
cloud s occurring independently and not in
associat ion with fog. Only those days with
low cloud amounts 4/8 or more and base
loss th sn 1000 ft ha ve been taken into ac
eonnt. .January haRt he ma ximum number of

tlnYK of low st rnt.ns c!olltll" occurriug indcp-n 
lleut l.'" ,m,1 not ill a .......fwia tioll with fug.

i'), Tll.hlt,;\ ".d\'t·~ till' time of eommeuocmeut
of fog' and Table ,I :.!in!~ l tw. •Iuratiou of fog.
[<'oJ.! eouunenced between OGOO anti Oi(K',
lS'l' on most 01 th e duvs and the duration W;I"

I-:! IIlHINlo gt'llt·mlh ". Thp. muxinnuu duration
of fug so far o('(:nrt"l'd was :~ hours 1111 ;!;j

Xnvemher W:):l,

Ii . Tuhlc ;j J.dn·1" t he time of OC~C'IlI'1'l~IlCO

of lnw ('Jow ls OC'('II1Ti llg: ind ep en.lent lv un d
1I0t ill lls~lIdu l itl ll with fOJ! [to tu l amo unt
1/8 0 1' mor e a nd buse loss than JUno ft].
Till il' of O('l' U1T t'lH't· oil IHO~t of the t lay~

was bet ween Wino uud 0700 1ST. It will im
interesting: tn no te lhat there wa!'; not :l1'li nglt.l
o('('as ioll when the low st ratus ('10111 11'\ Ot'I'U1"f~ ,cl

hcfore IIr,lIO or after I flf\() 1ST.

7. •\ I'\tlUly of tuur pernt ure chart for .lays
offogsho w(>( 1that the minimum tt'lIlpCl'a t llrc....
were ubove uormul over Hytlf'rahatl Stute
aw l the upper ail' -trenmliucs :-11~t'stt~ 1

that ]"e~llti\'eh' moist air from th e Ba y of
Bf'lll!al was I;eing aclveered 0'"1'1' th e piaee.
The predominant wind direction in t he JOWl'!"

levels at Hydera bad in ,.."inter mouths i:,
easterlv, On most .occasion« this east erlv wind
is the (\mtinental air forming part oftl~e anti 
eyclonic circulation over the ceutrnl part:,
of tho couutry and is r-onsequently tlr~'.

But on occasions whou low pressure waves
move westwards across thc South Peninsulu
or weste rn dis turbances move aC1"o!'!~ ~ort l l

Ind ia at relntivelv low lat itude.• the winds
o"cr. Hy ders bad ' ca ll he traced back to
the Ray 'of R(mlZs1. Such eonditicns :LTc








