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The Solar Flare of 23 February 1956*

in time, they can he studied in sufficient
detail . However, t he observer of solar flares
has to he extremely alert and persevering if
he want s to observ e the maximum phase of a
flare. which is t he most importan t phase hut
which is ....ached with great rapidity shortly
after the commencement of the flare. \r hen
nllt': considers the practical difficul ties of flare
observation. one can apprecia te what a boon
the ~Ionochromatie Heliograph invented by
Bernard I.yot must he to a solar observer.

..vlthough the ir optica l observa tion is fraught
with lIIallY difficulties and largely depends
upon a favourable comb inat ion of circum
stances, solar flares prod uce a number of
terrestrial em'Ct,~ which are fairlv ensilv
recorded h)' auto mnt i.....ally recording inetru
mont s. Such records vield much valu ahie
mformat ion. but without the optical observa
tion of the concerned flares t hese =001,
have to be regarded as circumstantial evidence
rather than direct proof. It was. thcreforc,
very fortunate that the great flare of 23
February 19i1G was observed hy opt ical
menus at certa in observatorie s,

2. The flare or 23 February 1956

The flare hegan at about 0335 V.T.
and ended nt about 0510 U.T. and could,
therefore. be optically observed onlv at
observatories in the sunlit pastern l;emiF~
phere. I nformat ion ava ilable up-to-date
shows that only tbe Koda iknnal Astronhvsi
cal Observutnry and the Tokyo Astron~micaJ
Observatory (Pub!. aur, 8M. J apan, 19i1U)
succeeded in making optica l observa tions of
this important event which was unusual ill
certain respects. According to the Tokvo
observers the flare was seen even with the
naked eye 88 a 81118 11 white spot on the pro
[ected image of the sun, It was, therefore.
visible in white light like the ;;:reat fl are
observed by Carrington and HOdgson in
1B:i9 lone before am' observations in Il«
were thought of. -
















