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1. Introduction

Six cyclonic storms and eight depreSllions
formed in the Bav or Ben~al and the Arabian Sea
during the year 1973. Two depreSllions also
developed over land areas, one over Gangetic
West Bengal and the other over Rajasthan.
Of the six cyclones, five formed in the Bay of
Bengal (three of th em of se" ere intensity) and one
over the Arabian Sea. Of the ten depressions, six
de"eloped during the southwest monsoon season.
The tracks of these Cj'Clonie storms and depressions
are shown in Fig . I , and their monthly distr ibu
t ion is pro vided in Table 1.

The main feature of this year's cyclonic dis
turbances were:

(i) No cyclonic storm struck the coast of Andhr»
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu or the west coast of
India.

(ii ) All the oyclcnic storms in the Bay of Bengal
took a northerly course and affected north Orissa,
West Bengal and BangIa Dash.

(iii) The c)·clonic storm, which hit north Orissa
near Chandhali in October, was a rain storm
which caused "ery heavy rain and serious floods
in th at state resulting in heavy damage to property
and some loss of life. The other cyclones did not
cause any serious damage to life or property in
th e country.

(iv) The depressions and other low pressure
areas which moved across the plains of nort h India
during tile southwest monsoon season caused
floods and some damage to life and property in
Raja sthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh , Uttar
Pradesh and Vidarbha.

A brief history of the cycloncs and depressions,
together with the important features associated
with them, is given in the following paragraphs.

2. Bay 01 Bengal

2. \. Deep depres.wn of 6-9 July

A well marked low developed over northwest
and adjoining west central n ay on the 4th and
concent rated into a depression on the morning
of 6th with its cent re near 19·5°N, 86.DOE. Mo\'ing
nort hwest, it crossed Orissa coast between Puri
and Paradeep as a deep depression on the early
morning of 7th. Thereafter moving westnorth
west , it grsdually weekened into a low over north
Madh ya Pradesh by the e"ening of 9th and merged
with the monsoon trough on thc 10th.

This system caused active monsoon condition.
in Orissa on the 5th and 7th, in 'I'olsngane on
Iith, in cast Madhy" Pradesh from 5th to 8th and
ill west )Iadhya pradesh from 9th to 11th. Active
to vigorous monsoon conditions prevailed in
Vidarbha 011 the 8th and 9th. The notable amounts
of rainfa ll were as follows.
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