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Rainfall and floods in India during 1973
southwest monsoon period
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r , Introduction

Rainfell during the 19i3 southwest monsoon
per iod was more or less normal over the countrv.
It was in eXCC&'i in Punjab, .Iaunnu &., Kashmir,
Rajasthan , west ::\I",UI}a Prad esh and (Iujnrut
Region ami J eficicllt onl y over coastal Andhra
Pradesh where it was - 2i per cent. The ehnraote ris­
t ic fon.t uru of this vear's monsoon was the occur­
rence of excessive ; ainfnLl in west Uajn~thnn and
west Madhya P radesh in August , leadillJ:; to eerioua

floods.
The southwest IUOIlOOOU advanced into south

KeraL. as a feeble current on 23 ) L.y 19;:1 hut
ret reated from there h)' 2ith. I t then revived
and covere-d KomIa hy 5 J uno and Karuatuka on
7th. Advancing furt l;cr it ext""ded into K onkan
) fauhya )laharashtra, )Iarathwada ami north
)Tndhya P radesh by I I J une. Simultaneous ly,
the Bay of Bengal brunch of monsoon advanced
into Oris.....\, Gangetic \Vest Bengal, Nagaland,
Manipur, )Iizoram and Tripura by the same date.
Both th~ 11l0llSOOil currents extended further into
Gujarat , Vidarblu. , ) la<1hya Pradesh, A sam <'

Megha1aya , Aru nsc hal Pradesh, Bihnr, Suh­
Himalayan West Bengal and south lta jasthan
ou 14th. 'fherco.fter , the monsoon weakened and
revived in the beginn.ing of J uly and covered the
entire country by (j J uly. It s onset over th e Penin­
HUla and ~fJ.dhya P radesh was almost normal hilt
over .-\.....am and ad jacent States it was delayed by
about a week and over Uttar P radesh by 10 to

15 days.
The bOuthwc!:tt mOlu;oOll withdreW from .Iammu

& Kashmir on 14 Sel'temoor; from Punjab ,
Haryana , H imachal P radesh, WCht Uttar P radesh
Haja. tlmn on 28 Sept emoor ; from northwest
)Iadh)'a Pradesh and Gujarat State on :l Octob er ;
from Mallh)'a Prmlesh, )L.harashtra Stale and
cast Uttar Pradesh on 10 October ; from West
Bengal, Il ihar, Assam and adjacent States, Orissa.

,,, ~d Andhra Pradesh on 16 October 1U73. TI",
wlt1.alrawul ot the south west monsoon from nor th
Ind ia was about 8· 10 days lat er than th e normal
dat e whereas from th e north Ponlnsula it was
norma l.

2. w eek ly and cumulati ve rainfall

The percentage _depa rt llres of th e -out hwest
1lI0nhOOn rai nfa ll wtck hy week in t he 3Dmet coro­
logical snh·(liv iliiullS of Ind ia are given in Ta. hle 1.
The progress of t he monsoon Iroru 1 .June depict ing
the pcr~:.lntag~ tierartu res from normal of t)1{~

cumulative nrinfn ll for t he successive weeks is
giv en in Tuhle B. '1'JIO sal ient Features of the
ruinfall uistri lmtioh nrc RH follows.

. Ju ,« - '1'he southwest IllOJL~G ()n advanced into
K crala. in the beginning t f Juue 11.1111 covered
1\ 'n ilL';,ula, Gujarat Sta l e. nc rth caat " Ind ia
::\Tadhp Pradesh , n aj""than and Bihar PL.iIL~
Ol~ 14 June. Tl1 i~ resulted in heavy to very hea vy
ramfnU ove r GUlamt Stal e, Hajusthau, ) Iadh""
~radcsh . Konka~. Vidarbhu and Telangana d l;r.
lllg th e week CUUJllg 0 1\ 1:\ June. Signifkant ex­
cctIHeS hei!l.S un per cent in west Hajast han, HH
per cent m west l ladllYu. Pradesh , -I~3 1)(:1' cent in
GlIjarat Hogiou, 3-12 per cent in Sau rasht ra &
Kutch, 102 per cent in Vidarhhn and 121 per cent
in Tclangana o By this t im e -I d istur ban ces mr vud
uercss H imala yas from west and oxcessiv e mi nfull
wua also recorded. over hil ls of west Uttar P nu levh
(+?8 per cent) and Haryuna (+81 Ilt'r r ent )
during the week end ing on 1:\ Junco Thcr ~lIft cr

there was lull in Ute monsocu ac t ivi ty ove r th e
country till th e end of the month. li ow' ,,"er, 5
more western d isturhnuces moved across nor th
India during the second fortnight. of JUl:" lint!
caused exce~ive precipi tation over Sub-I lim aluyan
West Ilengal, Bihar Plains, Uttar P rudesh.
Haryana , Pun jab , Himachal Piadcsu and J ammu
& Kashmir. Significant excesses being Ins per
















