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1. (nlrod.cUon

The monsoon set in over south Kerala on 27
May 1971. Advancing rapidly northwards, it
extended upto Gujarat State , Vidarbha and -south
lIIadhva Pradesh in the west and Assam and West
Bengal in the east by 2 J une. It set in over Orissa,
Bihar State, north Madhya Pradesh, east Uttar
Pradesh and southeast Rajasthan by 9 J une,
Thus the date of onset of the monsoon was about
a week to ten days earlier than the normal date of
it. onset in most of these regions. Its activity
weakened thereafter for about a fortnight. Then it
revived and advanced into west Uttar Pradesh
Haryana and adjoining Himachal Pradesh on 23
Ju ne. By 2G June the monsoon had established
itself over the entire country outside J ammu &,
Kashmir where also it set in on 2 July 1971.

The withdrawal of the monsoon from northwest
India, Uttar Pradesh northwest )I. dl,,-a Pradesh
and north Gujarat Sta te took place during the week
ending on 15 September. Itfurther withdrew from
west lIIadhya Pra~esh and Gujarat State by 20
September. The withdrawl of monsoon, like its
onset.• was also a week to ten days ahead of its

normal date.
During the season, 7 depressions and 8 low pres

sure systems trave rsed inland in quick suceession
from the head Bay of Bef1!!81 or neighbourhood. In
association with these disturbances, concentrated
spells of heavy to very heavy rainfall in the States
of Uttar P':""esh, Bihar, Orissa and '~est Bengal
and floodsm the Ganga and many of Its tr ihuta
ries were experienced. According to official estima
tes, 10"-;:'1 hu~n lives were lost an? property worth
Rs. 6,2.0 million was damaged III ' floods in 1971.
The total population affected was 65 million and
altogether an area of 12·1 million hectares includ
ing a cropped area of 5·65 million hecta res was
affected in the oountry. 98 per cent of the total
damage in the oountry occurred in Bihar, Oriasa,
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.

Taking the monsoon season 1971 as a whole
the rainfall over the country was normal exccpt
over Gangetic West Bengal, Bihar Plateau , east
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh
where it was above normal and Jammn &,
Kashmir , west Rajasthan, lIIaralhwada, Vidarbha ,
Telangana and Rayalaseema where it was in
deficit. Drought conditions were, .experienced in

291
























