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The main features of th is year 's cyclonic distur­
bances were:

(i ) No cyclonic storm struck t he coast of Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nad u or t hc west coast of India.

(ii) A severe cyclonic storm st ruck Oris," coast
towards the end of October ncar Paradeep, causing
considerable damage to life and property. Abont
10,000 persons and 50,000 beads of cattle were
reported perished and 8,00,000 houses were
reported damaged. The 10M of life and property was
mainly due to tidal waves 2 to 6 met res high
between I'ersdeep and Balasore. Cutta ek and
Bala.sore districts were the worst affected areas.

Seven cyclonic storms anc.l six depressions form­
ed in the Bay of Bengal and the Ambian Sea
during the year 1971. Two depressions also deve­
loped over land areas, one over Gangetic 'Vest
Bengal and UIC ot her OVer cast Madby" Pradesh.
Of t he seven cyclonic storms, five formed in the
Bay of Bengal (fonr of t hem of severe intensity)
and t wo in the Arabian Sea (both of severe inteu­
sity). The tracks of th ese storms and depressions
are shown in Fig. 1 and their month ly distri bu­
ti on in Table 1.
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north India. The worst affected States were Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh , West Bengal and Orissa. The
loss on account of floods were empha.sised in the
following report published by the 'Times of I ndia'
on 16th November 1971 -

"1O~3live< lost in floods: Rs, 596 crores damage.
New Delhi, November 15 : The Irrigation and
Power Minister Dr. K. L. Rao, disclosed in Parlia­
ment today that 1,023 human lives were lo~t and
property worthRs. 596 erores w'.'" damaged III t he
floods this year - t he severest since 1954.

I n a statement laid on the ta ble of both Houses
of Parliament, he said the total populat ion aff~e:ed
was 57 million and sl togethe, an area of 12-5 million
hectares, including a cropped area of 5· 87 million
hectares was affected in the ent ire count ry. The
bulk of t he damage (98 per cent), occurred in
Bihar, Orissa, Ut tar Pradesh and West Bengal".

A brief history of the cyclones and d?pressi0!l"'
toeether wit h important features associated WIth
th~m, is enumerated in the following paragraphs
in chronological order.

2. Bay 01Bengal

1. OycWnic storm - 4-8 May 1971

A low pressure area moved from the cast into
the Andaman Sea on 2 )I~y and concen~ra~d
into a depression by t he evenmg of 3rd, with ItS
centre near 9· 5°N, 92·5°E. Mov!ng slowly nortl.l­
ncrth westwards, it intensified into a cyclonic
storm on the morning of 5th ncar lION, 92°E, Con­
tinuing to move northnorth westwards .upto the
7t h and later reourvi ng northeast :vards, .t crossed
tho Chittagong coast on the morrung of 8th be~­

ween ChittagOllg and Cox Bazar. Thereafter, It

1, Introduction

(iii) Another severo cyclonic storm struck
coastal West Bengal ncar Calcutta towards
the end of September, calL.ing some loss of life
and damage to property.

(io) The depre.s.sions and SOme low pressure
areas which' moved westwards "cross the central
and northern parts of the country dn ring the
monsoon, led to serious floods in many parts of
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