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Rainfall and floods during 1969

1. Introduction

During 1969 southwest monsoon season, con
centrated spells of heavy rain occurred in Kerala ,
~ladhya Pradesh, Madhya Maharaehtra, Uttar
Pradesh and East Raj asthan, causing floods in
these parts, bnt parts of West Rajasthan and
adjoining districts of Gnjamt experienced drought
conditions during the season. Rainfall during
the southwest monsoon period 'was in excess
in Madhya Mnherashtr», deficient in Gujarat
and Saurashtra and Kutch, Coasta lAndhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu and scanty in West Raj asthan .
The rainfall was normal (± 24 per cent ) over
the rest of the country.

The sustained monsoon rainfall aetivity th is
YOllr was due to and associated with movement
of one cyclonic storm and 7 depressions (6 in
Bay of Beugal and 1 in Arabian Sea), and a well
marked low prcssure area that formed in the centra l
Arabian Sea, and moved northwards.

2. Weekly rainlaU dlstrlballon

The distribution of the monsoon rainfall week
by-week in 31 meteorological sub-divisions on
the basis of its percentage departures from normal
ra infall is shown in Fig. 1.

The following salient features may he noted
from this figure.

Ju ne- The monsoon activity was vigorous
in Saurashtra and Kntch during the first fortni ght
of the month, the weekly rainfall being 158 per
cent and 838 per cent above normal for the weeks
ending 4 and 11 June respectively. Over Gujarat
region, the rainfall was 464 per cent above normal
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during the week ending 11 J une. It was also active
over Bihar with percentage departure 121 per cent
above normal over Bihar Plateau dnring the
first week of J une and 187 per cent above normal
over Bihar Plains during the week ending 11
June. Monsoon was active in Coasta l Mysore,
Konkan, Madhya Maharashtru during th e last
week of ,June where the weekly rainfall was 59,
97 and 171 per cent above normal respectively.

July - During the first two weeks of the month
th e rainfall continued to be in deficit in Rajasthan ,
So far as other sub-divisions were concerned,
th e monsoon was act ive over sub-Himalayan
West Bengal, Bihar Plains, ElISt Uttar Pradesh
Hnryana, Punjab, J ammn & Kashmir,
Konkan, Marathwada , Coastal Andh ra Pradesh,
Telengana, Hayalaseema, Tamil Nadu , Coasta l
jlysore and Kerala resulting in above normal
rainfall during the week ending IG July. In
the th ird week of July East Rajasthan received
68 per cent excess rainfall , thus ending the dry
spell in this region. Besides West ) ladhya Pradesh ,
Gujarat Region and Saurashtra ,'0 Kutch,
received 5~ per cent, 134 per cent and 210 per
cent excess rainfall respectively. In the last week
ending on 30 July, excess rainfall occurred over
Haryana, Punjab, East )ladhya Pradesh Andhra
Pradesh ami Kerala.

A "9",,1 - An importa nt feature of Augll8t
rainfall distribution was that the rainfall in
West Rajasthan became normal and above normal
during the weeks ending 13 and 20 August, tho
percenta ge departures being + 15 and + 71 per
cent respectively .
















