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Drought conditions in the Telengana Division (Andhra Pradesh)
du ring the Sout hwest Monsoon season

~ . RA:-lEIl.JI and B. ~l. (' '' ''An n A

.1felrnrulogiool q Uire, S ew n ellti

(/!em ·''eJ.1 2 .la'lIIary 1!I(j·1)

.\n.....T IU( 1 ', 1kol1llrtuff' from norm al " of IO('/I>oonal rainfa ll (.' Ulll' In N-pt('m het) of Tclr-ngan a D lv i-lon
of Andh rn Prari, ...h WI\!! s tudied to 8 ....'1(' '''''' t ill" (",<{mollt':" 11111 1 i ll h·n "it~· of clrnll~hl " . Hut thi ", ('r itt ·ria
"'1\'" (uu lul tlll'.,.1i " fll('t' l r,~i . Frequency di ..trlbu t lon uf run of d ry I<}*II WAil , th('f'('fllrt' . ('(.n"ill,,"..) IIIkin/!
It tlry l il , .\ " 11.... II f ill.'" wit h ra in It"/4" than 15 cents, eince it WHo" Ielt th at t he d rought ('f)ll rti till lll'l R tf" uot i'l{l

m uch 11" \1\'1111,\111 ~ 1Il tho Illt nl lwll l'OlHll rniu full na 0 11 ti ll' lengt h o f rh o dry MJwll nr "'Pf'U", Prn hahilit y IIf
Ilry "pl ·11 uIlIl tlu-i r l , n'fI\~p t'xp<' d t'd n l111111('r Iwr s('nl'l lJl wa ll ("l l l l' lI l:itl 'f ! f"I ' t ill' n l t i' lIl>1 :->t a! I'-.BIllI it IIns
IM'('II :(ulolnit lPd lh ut 1\ ~'-I p.' t ('('1l1 in('f'(' ll;';l' in I n .d ay .11'.'" "11(,lI lllll.y I", d t'('IIH'd to ('ullst itllt l' A lirolll!ht
('lludit j"n.

1. Introduction

Statements were 11I:11I (, i ll 1960 hy the
public t hat, fa ilure of t he sou t hwest monsoon
r-uns in Tcleuguna Division [Andhra Prad esh )
hatl result ed in l1n) ;l~ht cc nd itious in this
urea Cl\llliillg: hard~hi !, to t-he popula t ion . I t
was also remarked t hat 1960 llI i~ht he
umnnest tho worst clrolJ j!ht Vt·,US on record
for this an·a. "

In vir-w of t he interest from t ilt, na t iona l
poin t of view. ,I st udy of iO yenre' ru infa ll
dutn (1HHl-lUliO) (If Telengann D ivision of
Andhrn Pradesh [consist ing of 9 dist rict s.
namely Adi lnbad . . [iznmabud , Karimnu ga r.
~lt'cla k , It yd em had , ~lil lJt)lt1 mnga r, Nu]·
12'011 (1.1, 1\hummu met and \r nrnnl-!:al ) was
underta ke n on similar lines as wus do ne for
~ladrns St ate hy Krishna Hao (195:1). The
ra infall data utilised on' the district nvemges
which a re the uti thmr-tic nverugcs of the
tu iuinll of vario.is Srnt e nud ohser vutorv
r,liujJau:!e sta tions in a d istrict . pu blished by
t he ~ta tl· Ra infall ltcuis t mt iou Aut horitv,
Th('~(' wen : com pa rt·d wit h the d ist rict. I\c;r­
utnls of IH IO (I nd ia met. Dep, 19·W).

Rai nfall st ud ies for some sta t ions in
Hydernbad State I"," been mude by Hac
(195!l) also; one of the importa nt result s of
interest to the present study is th e inferen ce
that decad e averages of a nnu al rai nfa ll in
most sta t ions 00 not '"ary Foigni ficantly from
tha t obtnined for t he' entire period (18iG­
19;)5), lend ing support to the fact t ha t d i ~­

tric t normals based on data upto 1910 are
nut likely to have ('hUIlg-N-l lii ~nifican t lv in
recent yc"n rs.* •

It was noted from the study of 70 vears'
rai nfall da ta of Andh ra Prad esh (iurillH
Rowing and tra nsplan tat ion season (J une tu
Au gust ) t ha t the dr ough t position in va rio us
districts in 1960 is ..usolutely different from
t hat of t be seasonal rainfall (J une to Sep­
tember) . Rainfall deficiency in various dis.
tr ict s which was si ~n ificn nt during t he period
June to August couhl not be det ect ed by the
euns ide rntjou of only sonsonnl rainfall . It.
Wl1S , t herefore, TCill i!')('cl t hnt considernti on of
the scusonal rai nfall a lone is pe rhaps not a
«utficicnt crite rion for evn luatinp t he drought
8WI('('pt ihility of any rrginn. Prolonged dry

· :-:ulN>lIul' n t to t ill" "" "lJl i ".,'~i f)1l of the fll\pN. India. :\Il,ttoorulul!i('a l l .k·partnwu t :\!('lI\uir, Yol. XXXL purt
) I I ( 1! 1l 1 ~1 (,(JIlIAinill$t; !Il·".." na l di~trid nonnal.. lm.~...t on dllill I!tctl _ m .-.n 1,,"{'.lI IU(' available . l"unti n nll.!ion o f
thi1 view wl\.Iol (,!Jta inf'll when 1940 anti I!I'-.O no rmals ws-rc I,(Jlnl",n'(l ROIl it W llo'l n.,t iC'f"rl t ha i t llf' valul' llf !«'a.-.r.: hAI
dj :(t !i.ct Ilurlll lli lli trl'tt'(l hy Il'!'i."l th all ;'i Jlf'r ('('n t)n 1I\'»It ('Il.'!(',..


























