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ABSTH.ACT. The paper presente the result s of a study of the dail.v precipit ati on, t emperature
at 11 km and Wi lllls between (Jand 1)km a.8.1. over t he E ver est Area during th e months of )[a)' and -l une
for the period Ill."):! to IHII2. 'I'll' ind ica tions arc th at th ere i"no wel l marked ' mon soon lull' or 8 'monsoon
un/wt' over I ht· E verest , The transitio n from the ll t roll~ and ..teudy weste rlies between 6 and 9 km e.a.l. of
th e pre- mo nsoon f1P.I\."lnn to the Kt 611dy ea ste rlies of the mn nsoon aen son necues over l\. period highl y veri ­
able in d ure t iunand ce n ooceslona llycxteud over the whd eon ldy and June. Windfl over Everce t during
thill per iod eun Ill! moder a t e or wenk weate rllee or week eaetertics. WHh weak westerlies precipi ta tion cen
occur pract ica lly eve ry d ay and ill most of the } 'CIU 8 it is not posalblc tn dletinguleh tho onset of t he
tuonao on rn illil /Hl dlerinct from the 'p re' monsoon t huudorehower nct lvity'. Th e temperature (of t he strong
and steady ""('flt t'r IiPRAt 6 km e .s.I. over l<:vero!lt irwrelUlcII grl\t!uuJl ,.- fr olll - HI"e in carl}" May to a bo ut
O°C by th e tiun- rho verl e bre winds set in, From n considera tion of f lat' wea ther fea tu res that were
obtained h.r t.hr- succesaful and unsuccessful ex peditions to the Mount Everest since 1!l52 it ifl considered
mor e protltabl c for future expcdi t ions to ge t to the high reaches of the E verest by carl}' )Is~r inste ad of
lete Sley ,

•

t. lntreductlon

There are three critical factors facing any
mountainooring expedition which sets out
to climb the highest peaks of the Himalayas;
they aro tho altit ude effect OD the human
system, the climbing difficulties of the slopes
and tho weather conditions (Hunt
1953). With sufficient development of t he
techniques in human physiology to over­
come tho effect of alt itude aud in negot iating
difficult terrain and slopes OM may be able
to meet successfully the first two aspec ts
but weather is somet hing one has to put up
with. Since tho first atte mpt at climbing
~Iount Everest (I _It . 27° 59' X and Long.
86° 56' E, SS18 metres a.8.1.) in Hl21 by
~laUory no less th an 12 major expedit ions
have been organised with t he aim of reaching
the to p of Everest. ~Iany of them reached
within 300 metr es of the summit but were

forced back by adverse weather conditions .
Heavy ""0:wf,,U8 and strong winds that OCCUr
"t th e t iriie of tho final assault of the peak
have been 'tho main deciding Iactors for th e
8UcceSS or failuie of such exped it ions .

The act ivity of th e strong sub-tro pical
westerly jet stream in winter and the heavy
monsoon precipitation in summer permit n.
successful ,,","..!ult on ~Iount E verest only
during the two' periods of transit ion. These
are the premonsoon per iod May-June and
the )108t monsoon period October-November.
Koteswaram ami Pa rt hasarathy (195.1)
st udied t he da ily upper wind observation.
over E verest area for 6, 7 ·2 and 9 km during
t he months ~Iaroh to JI m. and September
to Xovember 1952. The winds in th e )108t
monsoon period were shown to b. compara­
tively st ronger than thOBO in the pre-monsoon
period . The number of lulls with I""" st rong
























