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In 1950, the subtropical anticyclone
moved over to West Pakistan and t he
adjoining areas by 21 May which marked
the end of the transition period . A. th e cha rt,
ava ilable for 1956 and 1958 do not exte nd
much beyond the Indian region and as data
in respect of extra-I ndian stations are
meagre, th e extended charts of th e current
yeaTS analysed in l AIC were examined with
a view to tmcki.ng the movement of sub
tropi cal ant icyclones over the Ambieu Sea
ami adjoining areas and to identifying factors
which influence th eir oscillat ions. Subse
quent discussions will, therefore, relate to
charts of 1963. Apparently, synoptic oscil
lations of th e subtropical anticyclones ea.t
of t he Indian region do not affect signifi
cant ly th e oscillations of the Arabian ant i
cyclones. lIence t he former were left out in
the present st udy.

of the daily weather charts for these two
yenrs indicated that a consisten t feature
which markedly differentiates the one from
the other is th e po sit ion und movement of the
subtropical anticyclone over the Arabian
Sl't' and adjoining areas, par ticularly at
300 mb,

r. Introduction
It has been shown by several authors (Yeh,

])" 0 'lI\,1 Li 1959, Kotcswarum 1958, Hama
nathan 1958 and Yin 1949), notably Yeh
(W59) , that over southern Asia and adjoin
ing areas the circulation pattern changes
ab ruptly Irom n wint-er regimc to a summer
regime, ulrnoat ill II spectacular mann er to
wards th e end of the transition period. The
object of the presont preliminary study is to
ascertain the more important of the signi
ficant features which characterise the end of
the transit ion period and the beginning of
the monsoon regime over India.
2. Procedure

Probably th e 1II0st effective way of un
ravelling the significant features which
characterise the circulation pattern associated
with th e end of the t ransition period is to
examine the conditions obtaining during
two contrasting years, one with n short
transition period and the other with an
unusually prolonged t ransition period. The
year HmO in which the monsoon rains set in
along Kerala coast early, i,e., on 21 .May,
and 1958 in which the onset of t he monsoon
rain. was dclnved nntil J.l J nne were chosen
for this purpose, A preliminary examinat ion

ABSTRACT. In th is pa per. an alwmpt hal' been made toa tuetythe igni.ficant circulation features
over the Arabilm Rea cba rac te rlsing tbe summer t ra nsiti on ami the 01l"e1 of southwest monsoon
rains along tbc 'Vp"tCoa-t of India in two contrasting )·ran. lt WaJI found t hat tho more im portant fea tu re
was the eu..Idon northward shift of the Arebl an & .'8 snb . t ropice! e nttcyclone end it"establishment over
W l"At IJs kid an ami the adjoining areaK of Iran parti eulerly at the 3OO -mb level. At the .')()()-mb
level, in addition to similarchanges the monsoon trongh also forms over the- :'oLllabar Coal'Jt simuhancouely
A Mt ndy uC the> movement s ofth(' sub- rroplcal enttcyclones uver t he Arabi an Sen an d Africa during lla)'
1l1li3 at :l.ll(l·mb len t shows th at thl.'!te are di spleced nu-ml iouelly under the influence of t rougbs in wester
llc- , th e maximum equeto rwerd d isplaceme nt taking pleco when troughs move to a more sout herly
letitude. A more nortbcrl y poaition of the ArabiJ\ n St-l\ enticyolono in April or early M8.)· appeal'S to be
essocietcd with early commencement of the monsoon rai ns use r Kerala.
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